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QUICK'S WHIM. - 


R. Harley falline into diſcourſe with a ſea officer, at 
(Bath, and the diſcourſe turning upon hunting, the 
captain gave the flowing deſcription of a chace : Our 
horſes being c>mpleatly rigged, we manned them to their 
full complement, and the wind being at north and by eaſt, 
at ſeven A. M. a fleet of twenty ſet fail over the downs. In 


about three-quarters of a witch we eſpied a hare under full 


gale}; we tacked and ſtood after her, crouding all the fail 
we could'; but coming cloſe up with her, ſhe tacked, and 
we tacked, upon which tack I had like to have run aground ; 
however, getting cloſe off, I ſtood after her again; but un- 
luckily, juſt as we were going to lay her aboard, being too 
much wind, my horſe and Toverſet, and came keel up- 
wards. * | | 


A poor man and a wealthv farmer had a Jaw-ſuit; the 
poor man gave the lawyer a pot oil, and was told tha 
his cauſe was good; but no ſooner was he gone, than the 
farmer eame and preſented a fat hog. The cauſe came 
on, and the farmer gained the day. The poor man, after 
the trial, went to expoſtulate with the lawyer, for his baſe 
conduct, ſaving, When I gave you the pot of oil you 
ſaid my caufe was good, but you have entirely neglected 
it. Poor man, ſaid the lawyer, I am {ſorry for thee; but 
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you was no ſooner gone, than a fat hog came in and 


broke your pot of oil, which put the cauſe quite out of my 
head. | | 


% 


A perſon bought a pair of horns, and brought them 
home ; his wife aſked what he meant ; he ſaid to hang his 
hat on. Good lord, ſays ſhe, cannot you keep your hat on 
your head ? h N 

Doctor Barton being in company with Doctor Naſh, 
who had juſt printed two heavy folios, containing the 
antiquities of Worceſterſhire ; the warden humourouſly 
ebſerved to the Doctor, that his publication was deficient 
in ſeveral reſpects. Dr. Naſh, as was but natural, en- 
deavoured to defend his volumes in the beſt manner he 
was able. Pray, Doctor, are you not a juſtice of the 

ace? I am, replied the Doctor, Then, ſays Barton, 
f advice you to ſend your work to the Houſe of Cor- 
rection. | | | 


During the time of the attack on Sullivan's Iſland, 
General Lee was one day reconnoitering the commu» 
nication made by the bridge of boats between that place 
and the continent. As the balls whiſtled about in 


abundance, he obſerved one of his aid de- camps, a very 


young man, to ſhrink every now and then, and by the 
motion of his body, wiſhed to evade, if poſſible, the ſhot, 
*Sdeath, Sir, cried Lee, what do you mean? Do you 
dodge? Do you know that the King of Pruſſia loſt above 
an hundred aid de-camps in one campaign? So J under- 


ſtand, Sir, replied the young officer; but 1 did net think you 


4 


could ſj are quite ſo many. 


A lady aſked an Iriſh rentleman how he liked Veſtris, 
the dancer. Upon my ſhoul, ſaid the Hibernian, 1 think 


he hendles his legs bravely. 


George 
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George Garrick, being one of Holland's executors, witk 


his uſual good nature, for no man poſſeſſed more; under- 


took to manage the funeral in a way ſuitable to his 
friend's 'circumſtinces, for which purpoſe he went to 
Chiſwick, and ordered a decent vault, ' and ſuch ather 
preparations # he thought neceſſary, Holland's father 
was a baker. Foote was invited to the funeral, which he 
certainly attended with unfeigned ſorrow ; for, excluſive 
of the real concern for the loſs of à convivial companion, 


whenever he had a ſerious moment he felt with very ſtrong 


ſuſceptibility. While the ceremony was performing, 
Garrick remarked to Foote, how happy he vas, out of 
reſpe& to his friend, to ſee-every thing ſo decently con- 
ducted. You fee, ſaid he, what a ſnug family vault we 
have made here. Family vault! exclaimed Foote, "with 
tears triekling down his cheeks, Damme i I did not think it 
had been the family oben. ü 

A man was examined. before Sir Joh Fielding upon 
a charge of a highway robbery, inſtituted by a gentleman 
of diſtiation, who ſwore poſitively to every circumſtance 
of the robbery, but could not ideutify the perſon of the 
robber. In the courſe of the buſineſs the right honourable 
witneſs ſeemed extremely offended, that Sir John ſhould 
pay the priſoner” fo much reſpe &, and him, as he thought, 
ſo very little; for which diſcontent he received the follow. 
ing rebuke. I am heartily ſorry that you are offended at my 
ſofiemin the rigour of juſtice with a” litile humanity, T he pri- 
ſoner 75 entitled more to my attention than you are, becauſe he is 
unfortunate. if he ſhould be guilty, the law is ſevere enough 
without any exaggeration on my part; but if innocent, how could | 
Tercuſe myſelf for adding inſult to ene 1 


Dignum, and Moſes Keen, the mimic, were both tay» ' 


lors and intimate friends; Banniſter met them under the 
piazza, in covent-garden, arm in arm. I never ſee 
thoſe two mien together, ſaid Charles, but oy put me 
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in mind of one of Snaxeipeares comedies. But which 


of them, Banniſter, . cries Dignum? Why, Meaſure for 
Meaſure. 


An impertinent fellow, who was a ſtranger to Lord 
Guildford, aſked him, in the pit of the opera, who 
that plain lady was, immediately before him ?—That 
lady, ſaid the noble lord, is my wife. It is true, 
that ſhe is a plain woman. I am a plain man. You, 
: 3 are a plain dealer; and that is the plain 
trul * g 


Shuter was one day at dinner in a promiſcuous com- 
pany, and. as ſoon as the cloth was taken away, one o 
them got up, and entreated, as a particular favor, he 
would begin to be comical. Gad, ſaid Shuter, I. forgot 


my fool's dreſs, but however, I'll go and fetch it, if you'll be 


my ſubſtitute till ] return. The man thought this very co- 
mical, and declared he would. Shuter then took his hat 
and cane, went away, and did not return at all. 


At Ipſwich, during the race week, the landlord of one of 
the principal inns had advertiſed his beds at a guinea 
a piece; and fearing, on account of the exorbitant de- 
mand, that viſitors ſhould be induced to take lodgings, he 
procured, with great cunning and induſtry, a promiſe from 


the other inhabitants, that they would aſk the ſame price. 


What was the conſequence ? _ Ipſwich is very large, and 
the ſtrangers naturally ſaid, if we can get lodgings no cheap- 
er at private houſes than at inns, we had better be where 
our horſes can be taken care of. Thus few private lodgings 


were let, the inns were full, and the landlords laughed at the ore- 
dulity of their neighbours, | 


An Italian, whoſe name was Grimani, after he had been 

in England about a month, happened, as he was ſtrolling 

about, to find himſelf near Billingſgate, ſeeing him 2 

foreigner, he yas preſently huſtled about ; and in * 
| t 
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the fiſhwomen and watermen determined to give him 
what they termed a compleat black-guarding. Grimant, 
who ſcarcely underſtood a word of Engliſh, hearing the 
word damn frequently uſed, was ſtruck as quick as' light- 


ning with the idea, that he could conquer them. with their 


f 


own weapons, He thought he had nothing to do but te 
think of a number of names unknown to the mob, and 
therefore began: damn Cicero, damn Plutarch, damn 
Ariſtotle, dawn Demoſthenes, damn Plato, damn 


Anaxageras, damn Scipio, damn Hanibal, damn Pliny, 


damn Agamemnon, damn Achilles, and thus he went 
on with extreme volubility, throwing his muſcles, which 
was a thing extremely eaſy. for him to do, into the 
utmoſt contortions, till at length one of the mob cried 
out, damme, come along Jack, we ſtand no chance with 


this fellow, he black- eons ten times better than any of us 
can. 


When Sir Elijah Impey was on his paſſage from 
India, he was continually kept in his cabin from indiſ- 
poſition, while her ladyſhip was in very good health, and 
conſtantly on deck, One fine day the coaxed bim out 
to enjoy a little air; and as he was walking the deck, 
it having blowed pretty hard the preceding day, a 
fhark was playing by the ſide of the ſhip. Having never 
ſeen ſuch an object before, he beckoned to one of 
the ſailors, to tell him what it was. Being aſked the 
queſtion ; Why don't you know, an't pleaſe your honour ? 
ſaid the Jack Tar. No, ſaid Sir Elijah, what is the name 
of it ? Why, replied the tar, I don't know what name 


they call em by athore, but here we call em fea 


lawyers. 


A fooliſh ſtage- ſtruck youth ran away from his. friends, 


and got among a moſt low and miſerable ſet of ſtrollers, 


A relation, after a time, diſcovered him juſt as he was 
going on the ſtage in King Richard; and on his reading 
him a Prey ſevere lecture on his folly and diſobedience, 
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received an anſwer ſuitable to all the ridiculous conſe- 
quence and aſſumed pomp of a mock monarch. To this 
heanſwered : Theſe are fine loſty words; but tis a great 
pity, Mr, King Richard, that you cannot afford to buy a better 
pair of he.. The actor, looking at his toes, which were 
ſtaring him in the face, without loſing his vivacity, 
cried out: Shoes! O danime, ſhoes are things we Hing s don't 
ſtand upon. S 


A noble commander, becauſe he could not conceal it, 
was continually boaſting of his rite from a private man, 
His conſtant expreſſion was, did you ever ſee me do ſo and 
Tſo, when I was a private ſoldier. One day, in the Iſland 
of St. Euſtatius, as he was reviewing his troops, he 

to k notice of a man in the ranks who was very dirty. 
Going up to-him : How dare you, ſaid he, appear in that 
naſty condition before me ; your ſhirt is as black as ink ; 


did you ever ſee me with ſuch a dirty ſhirt ? No, your 


honour, enſwered the r man; to be ſure, your 
honor, I never did; but then your honour will pleaſe 
to recollect, that your honour's mother was a waſher 
Woman. 1 | 


In one of the engagements with the French at Cud- 
dalore, during the late war, the 101ſt regiment gave way, 
and their places were immediately ſupplied by a battallion 
of black infantry. — A gentleman ſhortly afterwards in 
company with Colonel Kennedy, then of the Madraſs Ar- 
tillery, and converſing on the ſubject, ſaid he was ſur- 
priſed that they gave way; and ſo am TI too, ſaid the 
Colonel, for they are all tried men. How can you make 
out that? ſays the gentlemen, for they are a new regi- 
ment. Oh! by ]-—s, ſays the Colonel, they were all 
long ſince tried at the Old Bailey. 


An unfaſhionable gentleman called on his taylor to pa 
his bill ſoon after the receipt of it, but not meeting th 
him at home, mentioned to his wife, that a pair of filk 

| | breeches 
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breeches was charged EN a ordered. * was al- 
ways willing to pleaſe my huſband's cuſtomers, and if you 


will juſt ſtep into the next room, [ will take 1 * "mae 
immediabely. 


A Ducheſs, hearing that a man in a high poſt, where 


he had an opportunity to finger a great deal of money, had 


married his kept miſtreſs; Dear me, ſaid he, that On is 
always robbing the public, 


A lawyer and his clerk riding on-the ao as clerk 
deſired to know what was the chief point of the laws + 
His maſter faid, if he would promiſe to pay for their 
ſuppers that night he would tell him; which he agreed 
to, Why then, ſaid the maſter, good witneſſes are the 
chief points in law. When they came to the inn, the 
malter beſpoke a couple of fowls for ſupper ; and when 
they had ſupped, told the clerk to pay for them; ac- 
cording to agree nent. O, Sir, ſays he, where i is your 
good witneſs ? 


It was ſaid of a certain country 'ſquire, at his return 
from his travels to France, by which he was greatly 
altered, though not in the leaſt improved, that he went 
there a leaden image, but was returned one of A f 


parts . 


A gentlenn was joaking with a phyſician, in the 5 
preſence of Mr. Farquhar, concerning the faculty's 
wearing ſwords, ſaying, he thought it an abſurd cuſtom, 
as theirs ought to be à, dreſs rather of gravity than 
gaiety, and therefore ſhould leave the ſword to the 
military, and other gentlemen, But Mr. Farquhar in- 
liſted it was quite a neceſſary cuſtom ; and upon being 
aſked his reaſons for it, replied, in order that they 
may defend themſelvez againſt the reſentment of the 
friends and relations of th aan patients they now ſend out of 
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On 2 trial at the Admiralty Seſſions, for ſhooting a fea- 


man, the council for the crown aſked one of the witneſſes, 


which he was for, plaintiff or defendant.—Plaintiff or 
defendant ! ſays the ſailor, ſcratching his head, why I don't 
know what you mean by p/aintiff or defendant. 1 come to 
ſpeak for that man there pointing at the priſoner.— 
You are a pretty fellow for a witneſs, ſays the council, 
not to know what plaintiff and defendant means! Some time 
after, being aſked by the ſame council, what part of the_ 
ſhip he was in at the time; abaft the binnaele, my lord, 
ſays the failor. Abaft the binnacle ! replied the barriſter ; 
what part of the ſhip is that? Ha! ha! ha! chuckled the 
Failor, are you not a pretty fellow for a counſellor, (pointing 
archly at him with his finger) not to know what abaft the 
dinnacle is. | 


A nobleman telling the huſband of a lady remarkably 
beautiful, that he could never look at his wife with-ut 
breaking the tenth commandment. Your lordſhip, re- 
plied the gentleman, is welcome to break the tenth com- 
-mandment as often as you pleaſe, previded you do nt break the 
feventh. | | | 


The ducheſs of Dorſet ſent a card of invitation to Mr, 
Pitt, with her reſpects, and to requeſt his company to 
dinner at ten o'clock the next day; when he returned for 
anſwer, he was ſorry he could not attend her Grace's in- 


vitation, as he was engaged to ſup at nine o'cluck the ſame 
day with the Biſhop of Lincotn. 


A young gentleman having the misfortune to bury 
kve wives, being in company with a number of ladies, was 


- Teverely rallied by them upon the cireumſtance. At laſt one 


of them put the queſtion to him, how he managed to have 
fach good luck: Why, madam, fays he, I knew they could 
not live without contradiction, therefore I let them go their oon 
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. 
The late Dr. Young had occa ſion to pay a Mit to arch» 


Tunbridge. This gentleman lived in a country where the 
roads were deep and miry. Dr. Young, aſter much dan- 
ger and difficulty, arrived at the houfe, when he enquired 
whoſe field that was he had juſt croſſed. It is mine, an- 


rangers. 
Atrangers. 


Sir Walter Raleigh one day ſmoaking in his ſtudy, 
inadvertently called to his man to bring him a tankard 


biſhop Potter's ſon, then Rector of Chiddingſtone, near 


ſwered his friend. True, ſaid the poet, Potter's feld to bury 


of ſmall beer; when the fellow entered the room, he 


threw all. the liquor in his maſter's face, and running 
down ſtairs, bawled out, fire! fire! Sir Walter has ſtudied 


till his head ts on fire, and the ſmoke * out of his mouth and 
noſe. | 4d | 


Dr. Hough, biſhop of Vorceſter, who was as remark- 
able for the evennels of his temper as for many other 


good qualities, having a large company at his houſe, a 
gentleman prelent defired his lordſhip to ſhew him a 


eurious weather-glaſs, which the biſhop had lately pur» 
chaſed, and which coſt him above thirty guineas. The 
ſervant was accordingly deſired to bring it, who on des 
livering it to the gentleman, accidentally let it fall, and 


broke it all to pieces. The company were all a little de» 


ranged, but particularly the gentleman who aſked to ſee 
it, who was making many apologies for the accident. Be 
under no concern, my dear fr, ſaid the biſhop, ſmilingy 
think it is rather a lucky omen, we have hitherto had a 
very dry ſeaſon, and now I hope we ſhall have ſome rain, 


in my life. g 


A certain. captain, remarkable for his uncommon height, 


being one day at the rooms at Bath, a lady noticing him, 


enquired who he was; when ſhe was informed of his fa- 
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mily and cannexions, and that he had been originally in. 
tended for the church; to which ſhe replied, he was better 
ſuited for the ſteeple. 


A gentleman obſerving in a : genteel aſſembly, that Dr, 
Graham, notwithſtanding the notorious indelicacy of his 
lectures, was a man of ſuch humar.ity, that he could not 
Teconcile to himſelf the idea of ſeeding on animal food, 
and even withed, if poſſible, to be clothed, as well as fed, 
from the vegetable productions of the earth. To clothe the 
door then, in his own way, ſaid a lady, as remarkable for 
her vivacity as her beauty and virtue, his neckcloth ſhould 
certainly be made of hemp. | 

EP 

A gentleman lately deceaſed, who was much employed 
by the nobility to ſuperintend works of taſte, having 
fniſhed an expenſive head- piece to a canal, for a certain 
noble duke; after ſome {hort time it was diſcovered to 
leak; on which the ducheſs, expreſſing ſome diſapproba- 
tian, the deſ:gner pertly replied: "1 thought your Grace had 
aon it is the fa; on 0 of the times to run out. <, 


Mr. Bare, formerly the envoy to Poland, had apart- 
ments in the ſame hole with Mr. Fox, and like his friend 
Charles, had frequent dealings with the monied Iſraelites. 
One morning, as he was looking out of his window, he 
oblerved ſeveral of the tribe aſſeqbled at the door, for ad- 
he, are you Fox - hunting, 


or Hare hunting this morning? 


A man, whoſe wife had diew fon ſome time indifpoſes; 
going home one evening, was informed by the ſervant 
that ſhe was dead, Well, ſaid the gentleman, I am going 
to club, ſend. for me if 1 ſhould be wanted. In about two 
Hours he returned, and was going to bed as uſual ; when 
the maid cried out: Lord, fir, don't go there! J have made 
@ bell for you in the other chamber, Tes, but I will, Betty, -_ 
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turned he: [never yet had a peaceable day with her, and am de- 
termined to have one quiet night before we part. 


* 


Demetrius, king of Macedon, frequenrly retired from 
_ buſineſs, to indulge in ſenſual pleaſures : on ſuch occaſions, 
however, he uſually feigned indiſpoſition. His father, 
Antigonus, coming one day to viſit him, during his pre- 
tended illneſs, ſaw a beautiful young lady retire from his 
chamber. Demetrius, the inſtant he beheld his fire, told 
him that the fever had juſt left him. [believe you, my ſon, 
ſaid Antigonus, for I think I met it at the door. 


As a preſs-gang, during the late war, were patrolling 
round Smithfield, they laid hold of a man tolerably well 
dreſſed; who pleaded, that being a gentleman, he was not 
liable to be impreſſed :, Haul him along, cries one of the 
tars ; he is the very man we want; we preſs a damned num 
ber of blackguards, and are curſedly at a loſs for a  genleman to 
teach them good manners, e 


— Henry the Eighth of England, and Francis the Firſt of 
France, were both princes of very warm temper ;| and the 
former having a deſign of ſending an angry meſſage to the 
latter, pitched on Sir Thomas Moore, his Chancellor, for 
the meiſenger. Sir Thomas having received his inſtruc- 
tions, told Henry, that he feared if he carried ſuch a a 
meſſage to ſo violent a man as Francis, it might colt him 
his head. Never fear, man, ſaid the King, if Francis 
was to cut off your head, I would make every French- 
man now in my power at leaſt a head ſhorter. Iam 
much obliged to your majeſty, replied the facetious chan- 
cellor, but I am much in doubt if any of ther heads wall ft my 
ſhoulders. : 


A young country girl in Lombardy, running after her 
ſhe-aſs, which was in haſte to get up tb her foal, paſſed a' 
gentleman on the road; who obſerving her look very 
buxom, and having a mind to be witty, called out, _— 
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e you come, ſweetheart? From Villejuiff, fir, ſaid ſhe. 
rom Viltejuiff! anſwered the gentleman; and do you 
know the daughter of Nicholas Guillot, who lives there ? 
Very well, replied the girl. Be ſo kind then, returned he, 
as to carry her a kiſs from me; and throwing his arms round 
her neck, was about to ſalute her. Hold, fir, cried the 
girl, Jiſentangliog herſelf from his rude embr-ce, ſince you 
are in Juch a hurry, it will be better to give your hiſs to my aſs, 
as ſhe will Ce there ſome time before me. 4 
A patriotic candidate applied to a yeoman of a certain 
eounty for his vote, promiſing to exert his influence to 
turn out the miniſtry, and procure a freſh ſet. Then [ 
won't vote for you, cried the farmer. Why not? ſaid the 
patriot; 1 thought you a friend to your country, —S9 I 
am, replied the yeoman, and for that reaſon I am not for 
a change in the miniſtry. [ know well enough how it is with 
my hogs; when I buy them in lean, they eat the devil and all, 
but when they have once got a little fat, the keeping them is not, 
near ſo expenſive ; ſo that I am for keeping the preſent ſet, as they 
will devour muck leſs than a new one. 


Dr. Roger Long, the famous aſtronomer, walking one 
dark evening with Mr. Bomfoy, in Cambridge, and the 
latter coming to a ſhort poſt fixed in the pavement; which 

in the earneſtneſs of converſation he took to be a boy 
ſtanding in his way, ſaid, haſtily, Get out of my way boy! 
That boy, fir, ſaid the doctor, very calmly, is a poſt-boy, who 
never turns out of kts way for any body. 


A failor paſſing by a cooper's ſhop, and ne a num- 
ber of tubs piled above each other at the door, began to 
kick and tumble them about the ſtreet, The maſter com- 
ing out, and defiring to know the reaſon of the ſtrange pro- 


ceeding.— Damn it, replied Jack, 81 ould not every 15 
Rard upon its own bottom, 
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A certain pope being informed that ſome Jews were 
deſirous of the honour of an audience, faid— Jews No, 
how can they expect to be admitted, who were the murderers of 
our dear Saviour But hearing afterwards that they were 
much afflicted at his refuſal, having brought a very va- 
luable preſent for his holineſs, as a token of their reſpect, 
he cried, with a ſeeming careleſs concern, Mell, well, admit 


them, poor uninformed ignorant wretches, they knew not what 


they were doing. 


An honeſt peaſant, ſettled in a ſmall village, where ina. 
{ſhort time he gained the good will of all his neighbours, 
he had, however, the misfortune to loſe one of his beſt 


milch cows in the firſt year, which grieved him exceed- 


| ingly; while his wife, who was an excellent manager, 


took it ſo much at heart, that ſhe abſolutely fell lick, 
and died. The good man lamented the loſs of his help- 
mate with the moſt unaffeted ſorrow, and remained tor 
ſome months quite inconſolable. His neighbours” now 
thought it their duty to reaſon him into reſignation.ä— My 
friend, laid one of them, the wife you have loſt was re- 


ally an excellent woman, but ſtill you have a good remedy ; 


ycu are 2 young and honeſt man, and you will find no 
difficulty in precuring another. For my part, continued 
he, 1 have three daughters, and I ſhall be happy to call you 
fon-in-law. Another, on this, offered him his ſiſter; 
and a third, his niece,—Good God ! exclaimed the mourn- 
er, what a ſtrange place this is ſince a man who lives here had 
better loſe his wife than his cow My wife is dead, and lo! you 


tell me I may pick and chuſe, to ſupply her place: but when my 


poor cow died, nobody ever thought of offering me another. 


A ſailor, half groggy, paſſing along the ſtreet of a cer- 


| tain ſea port town, diſcovered over an admiral's door, an 


eſcutcheon, and very naturally took it for an ale-houſe.— 
The gentleman (a 1uddy looking portly man) ſtanding 


at the door, he clapped him on the ſhoulder, Damn it, land- 


lord, you look like an honeſt fellows give us. a cup of the 8 * 


N 8 ä 

” E ; 
The gentleman, to carry on the joke, ordered his ſervant to ? 
bring him ſome beer, which being done, the jolly tar, 


drank towards the landlord's good health, and enquired 
- what was t6 pay, which the officer told him he might ſettle 
the next time he came that way. 


One Sunday, during the laſt ſummer, while the weather 
was extremly hot, the windows of a certain pariſh church, 
in the dioceſe of Glouceſter, were fet open, to admit more 
air, while the congregation were aſſembled for divine ſer- 
vice. Juſt as the clergyman was beginning his weekly 
diſcourſe) who by the bye was not much celebrated for his 
oratorical powers) a jack-aſs which had been grazing in 
the church yard, popped: his head in at a window, and began 
braying with all his might, as if in oppoſition to the re- 
verend preacher. On this a wag preſent, immediately 
got from his ſeat, and with great gravity of countenance, 

+ exclaimed, Ox? at a time, gentlenien, if you pleaſe! The whole 
congregation ſet up a loud laugh, when the jack-aſs took . © 
fright, and gave up the conteſt ;- though, from the clergy- 

man's chagrin and confuſion, he would probably not have 
been the worſt orator, | 


The late king of Pruſſia aſked Sir Robert Sutton, at a 
review of his tall grenadiers, if he thought an equal num- 
ber of Engliſhmen could beat them? I will not affirm, 
ſaid Sir Robert, that an equal number could beat them, 
but / really believe from my ſoul, that half the number would be 
willing to try. 5 | | 


An old Roman ſoldier being involved in a law-fuit, im- 
plored the protection of Auguſtus; who referred him to 
one of his courtiers, for an introduction to the judges. 
On which the brave veteran, piqued at the emperor's cool · 
neſs, exclaimed—1 did not uſe your highneſs thus; when you 
was in danger at the battle of Ackium; but fought for you myſelf ! 
diſcloſing, at the ſame time, ſeveral wounds he had received 
on that . memorable occaſion, The retort fo affected 
1 : - Auguſtus 1 


< * 


1. 


r 
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Auguſtus, that he is ſaid to have perſonally pleaded the fol- 


dier's cauſe, 


"Eew people were greater admirers of prudence and 
economy than Sir Richard Steele was, in precept; yet 
nothing could be more diſagreeable to his temper than the 
practice of either. A turn naturally gay and expenſive _ 
frequently reduced him to difficulties, and expoſed him 
to ſome circuraſtances rather painful to a diſpoſition ſo 
delicate and refined. Among the number of people who 
were highly charmed with his converſation and writings, 
none profeſſed a greater admiration of both than a Lin- 
colnſhire baronet, who uſually met at Button's. This 
gentleman poſſeſſed a very large fortune, had great in- 
tereſt, and more than once ſolicited Sir Richard Steele to 
command his utmoſt ability, and he ſhould think him 
ſelf under no little obligation. Theſe offers, though 
made with the moſt ſeeming cordiality, Sir Richard, how- 
ever, declined, with a grateful politeneſs, peculiar to him- 
ſelf, as at that time he ſtood in no need of the gentle - 
man's aſſiſtance. But ſome inſtance of extravagance 
having once reduced him to the neceſſity of borrowing 
a ſum of money, to ſatisfy an importunate creditor, he 
thought this a very proper opportunity of calling on his 
friend, and requeſting the loan of an hundred pounds for 
a few days. The gentleman received him with much 
civility and reſpect, began to rene his offer of ſervice, 
and begged Sir Richard would give him ſome occaſion to 
ſhew his friendſhip and regard. Why, ſir, ſays Sir 
Richard, I came for that very purpoſe; and if you can lend 
me an hnndred pounds for 'a few days, I ſhall confuler a favor, 
Had Sir Richard clapped a piſtol to his breaſt, and made a 
peremptory demand of his money, the gentleman could 
not have appeared in a greater ſurpriſe than at this un- 
expected requeſt, His offers of friendſhip had been made 
only on a ſuppoſition of their never being accepted, and 
intended only as ſo many baits for Sir Richard's intimacy 
and acquaintance; of which the gentleman, while it _ 

| im 


„ 


him nothing, was particularly proud. Recovering, how- 
ever, from his ſurpriſe, he ſtammered out, Why really, 
Sir Richard, I would ſerve you to the utmoſt in my power, but 
e preſent I have not tie enty guineas in the houſe, —-Sir Richard, 

who ſaw the pitiful evaſion, and was heartily vexed at the 

meanneſs and excuſe. And fo, fir, ſays he, you have 

drawn me in to expoſe the fituation of my affairs, with 
a promiſe of aſſiſtance, and now refuſe me any mark of 

your friendſhip or eſteem, A diſappointment I can bear, 

but muſt by no means put up with an inſult ; therefore 

be ſo obliging as to conſider, whether it is more agreeable 

to comply with the terms of my requeſt, or to ſubmit to 

the conſequence of my reſentment. Sir Richard ſpoke 

this in ſo determined a tone of voice, that the baronet 

was ſtartled, and ſaid, ſeeming to recolle& himſelf : — 

Lord! my dear Sir Richard, I beg ten thouſand pardons ; 
upon my honour I did not remember — Bleſs me, 1 
have an hundred pound note in my pocket, which is 

entirely at your ſervice. So ſaying, he produced the 

note, which Sir Richard immediately put up; and then 

adureſſed him in the following manner: Though I deſpiſe an 

obligation from a perſon of ſo mean a caſt as I am ſatisfied you 

are; yet, rather than be made a fool, I chooſe to accept this hum 
dred pound, which I ſhall return when it ſuits. my conveniency,- | 
But that the next favor may be conferred with a better grace, I 
muſt take the liberty of pulling you by the noſe, as a proper ex- 
pediency to preſerve your recollewn. Which Sir Kichard 

accordingly did, and then took his leave of the poor ba- 

ronet, who was not a little ſurpriſed at the oddity of his 

behaviour. FR 


Lord M on a viſit the other day to Carlton 
houſe, was ſtruck with amazement at the prince's High- 
tander, againſt whoſe knee pan his lordſhip by accident 
bruſhed his noſe. The highlander 460'd Joon, and hoped 
he had not offended ; and this his lordſhip took ſo kindly, 
that he put a piece of money in his hand, and at the ſame 
tune ſaid, you are one of the moſt extraordinary animals I ever 


faw ! 


n 
My. faw! The highlander, with peculiar archnels, refuſed the 
oy” money, ſaying, My Lord, we naw taak any thing from one a 
8 nother, | 2 
- Jack Quick laſt ſeaſon at Brighton, aſter having ſweated f 


through a long play and farce, was regaling himſelf 
5 behind the ſcenes with a tankard of brown ſtout—when 
| Lord Barrymore was applauding him with, Well done, old 
4 


Barnaby.—I thank your Lordſhip, I was old Barnaby, but 
at preſent I am ſtout Little John. : 


When Quick was playing, (as he lately did with ſome 
applauſe) Richard the Third, for his. benefit, a wag en- 
quiring what could induce him to ſport himſelf in tragedy 


— When he was anſwered : 


Beo it for better, be it for worſ , 
T he Treaſurer ſays it weightens the purſe. 


Tt is to be remembered, that this excellent comedian, 
who ſo inimitably pourtrays the old character, made his 
debuts in Alexander the Great, Lear, Hamlet, and a long 
liſt of et cetera characters, 


Mrs. Woffington, who often performed in men's cloaths, 
- ſaying one day, in the green room, that ſhe imagined half 
the town took her for a man, —No, no, ſays Mrs. Clive; 
you muſt certainly be miſtaken, for above half the town know 
you to be a woman. 3 t 
A quaker enquiring after the health of a certain noble - 
man, was told that he was exceſſively afflicted with the 
gravel; I am glad of it, ſays the quaker.— How! eried the 
other, glad that his lordſhip is troubled with the gravel! 
I tell you, friend, I am glad, replied the quaker, extreme- 
ly glad: becauſe I hope, ſince he is ſo much gravelled, that he 
will endeavour to mend kts ways, : ' 


A cour- 
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KA courtier of queen Elizabeth's, whom ſhe had long en- 

couraged to kope for ſome favour, vexed at repeated diſ- 

appointments, was one morning walking penſwely iu her 
garden, when her majeſty, calling to him from a window, 
faid,\ Sir Edward, what does d man think of when he thinks of 
nothing? the knight, after a moment's pauſe, with a very 
low bow; anſwered—0f a woman's promiſe, Madam, When 
the queen, who was moved at thisYeply, drawing inſtant- 
ly back, ſaid to thoſe about her, I muſt-not confule him; an» 
ger makes dull men witty, but it keeps them poor. 


A French ambaſſador, at the court of queen Chriſtiana, 
aſter having ſeen the beſt parts of her kingdom, being aſked 
by her majeſty, how he liked poor Sweden ; he replied— 
Aye, poor Sweden, indeed! madam ; for by the maſs, if the 
whole country were mine, I would give every inch of it for a farm 
in France or England, © + N | 


An old French gentleman once complained that he had 
been cheated: by a monk, when Senteuil, who was him- - 
Jelf of that order, being preſent, ſaid to him, lam ſurpriſed, 
fir, 8 per ſon of your years and diſcretion ſhould not yet know 
a monk, | RATE ary | 


An Iriſhman meeting with one whom he had made a 

flight acquaintance a long time before; accoſted him with, 

Arrat by my ſhoul my degr honey, I am glad to fee you now ; 

5 'y my faith, joy, I have forgotten whether it be you or your 
Others 


An Apothecary, who uſed to value himſelf on bis {kill 
in the nature of drugs, aſſerted, in a company of phyſici- 
ans, that all bitter things were hot. No, ſaid a gentle- 
man preſent, there is one of a very different quality, I ara 
fure ; and that is a bitter cold day, | E 


Eraſmus, who was of a ſickly conſtitution, aud had 
therefore obtained a diſpenſation for cating of fleſh in 
Fo | times 
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6er 
times of boring being reproached by the pope, for net 


obſerving lent. I aſſure your holineſs, ſaid he, that my heart 


is a Catholic one, but I muſt confeſs that I have à Lutheran. ſto- 
mach, FD | WY 


Dryden's tranſlation of Virgil being commended by a 
right reverend biſhop, in the preſence of a very witty 
earl: The original is indeed excellent, ſaid his lordſhip; but 
every thing ſuffers by tran/lation, except" a biſhop. | 


It was cuſtomary with Marſhal Baſſompierre, when any 
of his ſoldiers were brought before him for henious of» 
fences, to ſay to them, By G—d, brother, you or I will cer- 
tainly be hanged / which was a ſufficient denunciation | ef 
their fate. A ſpy being diſcovered in his camp, was ad- 
dreſſed in this language; and the next day, as the proviſt 
was carrying the wretch to the gallows, he preſſed earneſt» 
ly to ſpeak with the Marſhal, alledging that he had 
fomewhat of importance to communicate. The Marſhal 
| being made acquainted with this requeſt, exclaimed, in 
his rough and haſty manner, It is the way of all theſe raſ- 
cals ; when ordered for execution, they pretend ſome fri- 
volous ſtory, merely to reprieve themſelves for a few mo- 
ments: however, bring the dog hither, Being introduced, 
the Marſhal aſked what he had to ſay? Mhy, my lord, 
ſaid the culprit, when firſt I had the honour of your conver ſalion, 
you was obliging enough to Jay, that either you or I ſhould be 
hanged : now I am come to know, if it is your jle1/ure to be ſo; 
becauſe if you wen't, I muſt, that's all. -— The Ma ſhal was fo 
pleaſed with the fellow's humour, that he ordered him to be 
releaſed. | | a 


Dr. Johnſon, travelling in the north of Scotland, could 
not ſee a houſe or tree in riding a great many mile, no- 


thing but deſolation and barrenneſs every where preſent- 
ing themſelves beſore his view; till at laſt he caſt his 


eyes on a crew, that was perched on the ſtump of an old 
A | 7 nee, 
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wee, kawing with great violence for want of food, which. 
the doctor obſerving, cculd not help crying out, Aa, iam, 
kaw, and be dann'd, if you will tay in ſuch @ country as this, 
when you have zwings to fly away. 


A gentleman being confined to his chamber with the 
gout, gave his watch to an Iriſh footman, and bade him 
ſet it by the dial in the garden; Teague goes directly to 
the dial, but not knowing what to do, and being unwil- 
ling to return to his maſtes, without ſhewing he would 
do him what ſervice he was able, he got a pickaxe, and 
dug up the ſun-dial; which being done, he, with great 
labour carried it up to his maſter, and told him he did 
not very well underſtand ſetting watches by ſun-dials, but 
bad. brought up the dial that he might ſet his watch by it 
himſelf. p Ss 


An iriſh Counſellor having loſt his cauſe, which had 
been. tried before three Judges, one of whom was eſ⸗ 
teemed a very able lawver,,'and: the other two but in- 
different, ſome of the other counſellors were very merry 
on the occaſion. Well, now, ſays he, who the devil could 
kelp it, when there was an hundred Judges. on the bench? 
An hundred! faid a tander-by, there were but three. 
By St. Patrick, replies he, there was a figure of one and tue 
cypherS. - | eh 4; ts Ns 


Diogenes being aſked how he could live in a naſty tub, 
when he might baſk in the favor of a court, replied, It is 
true, I am deprived of the, ſmiles of kings; but. I 
don't find the fun is more aſhamed of my tub than it is of 
a palace, | 

A quack, who had affected an unlucky phraſe. at every 
turn, cried, So muck the beter ! Viſiting a patient almoſt 
in the agony of death, he aſked how-he flept that night. 
Not a wink, fir ; So much the better,,, cxies the dactor, He 
then enquired, how his fever was: O Lord! ſays the pa* 
tient, I burn. as if I were on fire; So muck the better, quoth 


the 


. 
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the quack, How does your cough ? I ſpit up my lungs, 
replied the ſick man; So muck the better, ſtill, anſwers the 
quack. Ah! dear doctor, quoth the expiring patient, what 
a pity it is that a man ſhould go out of this world with all theſe fine 
mptoms. 


A plain country fellow coming up to London, was re- 
queſted to enquire after a gentleman, and to deliver him 
a letter. It happened that the gentleman himſelf came 
to the door; and, willing to joke with the fellow, told 
him he had loſt his labour, for the party atter whom he 
enquired was hanged the laſt ſeſſion for a robbery. For a 

robbery! quoth the country man: Now, fie upon him for a 
vile, wicked man! was he not content to be a n'torious cuck- 


hold (for ſo he was reckoned in the country) but he muſt turn 

thief too G40 p 
A country laſs coming up to town to ſeek her fortune, E> 

had the good luck to be hired to an old rich mercer, | 
who was a batchelor, and whom ſhe pleaſed ſo well, that 
at laſt he married her, Her brother Dick, | the chief 

of her own kindred, who was a downright honeſt ploughs 
man, hearing of his ſiſter's promotion, put on his holiday 
cloaths, took up his quarter's wages; and came up to 
 Londor,: and knowing the ſtreet by the direction of a 
letter, though not the houſe, enquired- from door to door 
for his fiſter Joan, who had lately married her maſter; 
till at laſt he was lucky enovghto find the right, where he 
was highly welcomed. Being at dinner, the old mercer 
ſaid, Well, brother- in lau, as I now' mu eull you, I am glad 
to ſee you, or any my wife's relations; ſhe fas ben a 
good ſervant to me, and I hope ſhe will make as go‘ avzenfe 20's 
have a pleniiful eſtate, and all I wiſh for is a ſon to inherit it, which 
yet we have no hohes f. At this, Dick, looking wiſtfülly at 
his ſiſter, bluntto cried; - How! nom, Jeans what urt thow 
turned a barren ſowin London ? thou waſt not reckoned ſu in the 
country And though the frowned, beckoned; and made 
durab figns for him to hold his peace, ſtill he went _ 
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Well, brother, / continued he, as for an heir, you need not 
trouble yourſelf much about that; for foe has a thumping boy in 


tlie country, got by Will Dobs, er maſter's threſher ; and the 


partjh would be glad n to be diſcharged of it, 


At:a late maſquerade, a certain lady of kick faſhion 


. aſked a young nobleman, why he had not brought his ſiſter 


to that heaven. Truly, madam, anſwered his EPs my 


Mer, happily for her, has no ſuch angelic notions. 


A gentleman being at dinner at a friend's houſe, the 
firſt thing that came upon the table was a diſh of whitings; 
and one being put upon his plate he found it ſtink ſs 


much that he could not touch it. However he laid his 
mouth down to the fiſh, as if he was whifpering to it ; and 


then took up the plate and put it to his own ear, —The 
gentleman, at whoſe table he was ſeated, -enquiring inte 
the meaning of this extraordinary babviour ; ; he told him 
that he had loſt a brother at ſea about a fortnight ago, 
and was aſking that fiſh if he knew any thing of him. 
Well, ſaid the gentleman, pleaſantly, and what anſwer 


did he make you? Why, replied the other very gravely, 


he told me that he could not poſſibly give me any account 
of my deceaſed brother, as he- had not been at ſea theſe three 
weeks. 


At Croydon aſſizes, a ſurgeon was called as a witneſs, 


for the purpoſe of proving damages upon an action for 


an aſſault. He depoſed that he bled the plaintiff; and 
being aſked upon bath, if bleeding had been neceſſary, 
candidly anſwered, We N find it neceſſary to do Pw 
thing when ſent for. 


A little gentleman of the long robe having a diſpute with 
a remarkably bulky barriſter, the big man threatened to 
put him in his pocket: If you do fo, faid the dapper, you 


er le your pocket than ever you had n 
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King Charles U. being at bowls, and having laid a 
bowl very near the jack, ny ſon to a forſe:turd, ſays be, 


nobody beats that. F you will 142 _ _ Rocheſter, Tt 


take the bet. 


The great Henry IV. of Fa being aſked by one of 
his haughty favourites why his Majeſty gave himſelf the 
trouble to return the ſalutes of ſa many beggars who 


made their obeiſance ;to him in the ſtreets, inſtantly re- | 


plied - Becauſe I wiſh not to ſee the beggars in my ſtreets' ex- 
ceed me in politeneſs, 


Dr. Brown, chaplain to the Biſhop of Hereford, FS A 
one day with his lordſhip, in company with a young oy. 


to whom he paid his addreſſes, was aſked for his toa 


after dinner; when the biſhop, perceiving. him to he- 


ſitate, cried O I beg your pardon, . your ſe is not IE 
Brown. 


— 


The ate Pope Ganganelli, ſeeing a young man 


very intent upon taking off ſome fine pieces in one 
of the churches, at Rome, ſent for him, and deſired to 
know his profeſſion, The youth replied that he had been 
bred to none, but that his father was a. merchant who 
had failed and died in Florence. Whatever your father 
was, ſaid bis holineſs, I fee ycu are inclined to be a 


painter, but it is not cuſtomary | to take off church pieces 


in the manner you did. The young man now began to 
excuſe himſelf, but the Pope deſired him not be alarmed, 
inſiſted on ſeeing his piece, and had him inſtructed in 
drawing, at his own expence. Some of thoſe about him 
expreſſed their wonder at his holineſs's generoſity tos this 
ſtranger, and the more ſo as they ſaid it appeared he was 
2 Proteſtant, from which hereſy not one ſtep had been 


taken toconyert him. Ah! ſaid Ganganelli, as a Pope I 


am bound to commend your pious care; but as a man, I 
am bound to tell you, that painting is oi no regs 
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An Iriſh gentleman, who had been appointed an en- 


- * fign in the army, had his regimentals made in a very 


—wkward and bungling manner; and in particular, his 


ſleeves. were four or five inches too ſhort. Some friend. 


of his, obſerved that his cloaths did not fit him at all. 
How the devil ſhould they, ſaid the honeſt Hibernian. 
for when the taylor took meaſure of me, he was in London, 
and I'was'in- Dublin. 


A ſtudent in one of the Univerſities ſent | to another 


'Nudent of his college, to borrow a certain book. TInever 


lend my books out ſaid the latter, but if the gentleman 
chuſes to come to my chambers he may make uſe 
of it as long as he pleaſes. A few days after, he that had 
Tefuſed the book, ſent to the other to borrow a pair of 
bellows. I never lend my bellows out, ſays this other, 
but if the gentleman chuſes to come to my chambers, 
he may make uſe of them as long as he pleaſes. 


Lord 'S———was one day at Huntingdon races, when 
2 horſe by the name of Satan ran for the plate—Lord S. 
comirig up to a gentleman, ſaid, fir, my eyes are not 
very good; which horſe is firſt? 1 have bet on Satan. 


Aye, replied the other, you are on the right fide; the 


Devil is always a friend to your Lordſhip. 


Mrs. | Foote, mother of Ariſtophanes, was of a very 
*"whimfical turn of mind, and experienced the caprice of 


fortune nearly as much as her fon, The day ſhe was 


Tent priſoner to the King's Bench, Foot was taken to a 
ſpunging houſe ; when the following laconic letters paſſed 
Þetween mother and ' ſon. "Dear Sam, I am in priſon, — 


"Anſwer, Dear mother, So am J. 


A failor coming acroſs Blackheath one © evening, was 
ſtopped by a footpad, who demanded his money, when a 
ſcuffle enſued, the tar took the robber, who meeting 
ſome people, who perſuaded him to bear away with his 
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prize to the zuſtice of the peace at Wookwich, which the 
: tar did; and when the magiſtrate came to examine into 
„ the aſſault, he ſaid he muſt take his oath, that he put him 
> in bodily fear, otherwiſe he could not commit the man: 
4 the ſailor looking ſtediaſtly at the juſtice, anſwered, He, 
of dn him, He, put me in bodily fear“ Vo, nor any that euer 
lived e therefore, if that is the caſe, you may let him 50, 
for dn me Af 1 Jwear to any fuch a lie. 


Counſellor Bearcroft was employed in Mr. Vanſittart 8 
famous cauſe. In his addreſs to the Jury, he ſaid, that 
for brevitfy's ſake, in the courſe of the trial, he ſhould 
ſhorten Mr. Vanſittart's name, and call him Mr. Var. 
When Mr. Vanfittart's examination came on, | he- begged 
leave that he might be indulged with the ſame liberty as 
the learned | counſel, by ſhortening his name, and he 
{hould therefore call him Mr. Bear. 


A rider to a capital, houſe in Watling- ſtreet, being on a 
journey, was attacked a few miles beyond Wincheſter, 
| by a ſingle highwayman, who taking him by ſurpriſe, - 
- . robbed him of his purſe and pocket book, - containing caſh 
and notes to a conſiderable amount. Sir, (ſaĩd the rider 
with great preſence of mind, I have ſuffered you to take 
my property, and you are very welcome to it: It is my 
maſter's, and the loſs cannot do him much harm: but as 
it will look very cowardly. in me to have been robbed 
« without making any refiſtance, I ſhould take it kind in 
| you juſt to fire a piſtol through my hat. With all my 
heart (ſaid the highwayman), whereabout will you have 
the ball?“ —Here, ſaid the rider, juſt by the fide of the 
button — The unthinking highwayman, was as good as his : 
word ; but the moment he fired, the rider knocked hiw off his 
horſe, and with the aſſfiſtance of a | traveller, who juſt at 
thas time arrived, lodged the highwayman in Wincheſter q 
oal. 
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The Marquis 'of Carmarthen being at Mitchiner's 
coffee-room at Margate, was much ſolicited by a poor 


man to buy ſome toothpicks. Well, ſaid the Marquis, 


what is the price of your toothpicks ? A guinea a piece, 
replied the man, A guinea a piece! ſaid the Marquis, 
why toothpicks muſt be very ſcarce at Margate, ſurely, 
by your aſking ſuch an exhorbitant price ? No, replied 
the man, 3 are not ſcarce here, but large: 


are. 


Foote was very fond of good eating and drinking, and 
naturally frequented thoſe tables where the beſt was to be 


found. He one day not long before his death, called upon 


an Alderman in the city (with whom he was intimately 
acquainted) juſt at dinner time, when, inſtead of the 
uſual delicacies, he aw only ſome green peas ſoup, and a 
neck of mutton ; he ſuffered both to be taken away, and 
faid he ſhould wait for ſomething elſe. The alderman 


could not refrain telling him, that they had an accident 
in the morning which ſpoiled the whole dinner, and no- 


thing had eſcaped the cataſtrophe but theſe two diſhes, 
for the kitchen chimney. had fallen in. Oh! is it ſo, 
laid Foote,” then John, bring back the mutton, for 1 ſee 
It is neck or r nothing with us. 


A party of gentlemen at the Baptiſt Head Coffee- 


houſe, one evening, made an appointment to ſet out 


early the next morning for Cox-Heath camp; one of 


them ſaid he was ſo drowſy in a morning, that he could 
not wake without being called. An Iriſh gentleman, 


one of the party, ſaid, for his part, it was no trouble to 
him, to riſe early, for he had been ſo fortunate as to buy 
an alarum, and therefore he had nothing to do but to pull 
the ſtring; and then he could wake * at what hour he 
pleaſed, 


he 


- A rider to a capital houſe in'the city, celebrated for 


-kis humour, as very many of his fraternity are, being 


dt 


"F093 


at Briſtol, invited no leſs than ſix quakers to ſup with 
him at his quarters; preſently after, ſome of the friends 
were anxious to hear the rider ſing, but being incon- 
ſiſtent with their plan of purity, to requeſt ſo profane a 
favour, they went a round about way to work, Friend, 
faid one, Doſt not thee ſometimes amuſe thyſelf by 
finging a ſong?” I do, ſaid he. Then if thou art'in- 
clined, reſumed old broad brim, to amuſe thyſelf after 
that manner now, we ſhall not oppoſe thee.” After re- 
peated ſolicitations of this kind, he began to amuſe him- 
ſelf in that way, and the friends ſeemed as much amuſed. 
as he, It is to be obſerved, that it was Saturday night, 
and the clock ſtruck twelve juſt as he had ſung three 
verſes of a ſong, not famed for its ſtrict accordance 
with the rules of modeſty; the rider pauſed, and ſaid he 
did not chuſe to proceed, as it was Sunday morning. 
Thou mayſt finiſh thy ſong, friend, ſaid one of them, for [ 
can aſſure thee that clock goes five minutes too faſt, 


In a ſtorm at ſea, Mr. Swain, chaplain of the Rutland, 
| aſked one of the crew, if he thought there was any dan- 
ger? O yes, replied: the failor, if it blows as hard as it 
does now, we {hall all be in Heaven before twelve o'clock 
to night. The chaplain terrified at the erpte n cried 
out, 0 Goa-forbid ! — 


A gentleman being under the hands of a 'politica 
barber who was ſhaving his head, the tonſor was givin 
him an account of the ſeat of the late war in America, an 
deſcribing General Provoſt's ſituation before Charles- 
Town. The barber growing rather tedious, and talking 
too much, the. gentleman told him that he hoped he was 
not drawing a map of the country on his head with a razor. 


The ſamous Weſton, of facetious memory, having 
borrowed on note, the ſum of five pounds, and failing 
in payment, the gentleman who had lent the money, 
took . indiſcreetly to talk of it in the public coffee 


£ | C 3 houſe, 


6 


houſe, which obliged: Weſton to take notice of it ; ſo that 
it came to à challenge. Being got into the field, the 
gentleman a little tender in the point of courage, offered 
him the note to make it up, to which our hero readily. 
confented, and had the note delivered. But now, faid 
the gentleman, if we ſhould return without fighting, our 
companions will laugh at us; thetefore let us give one 
another a flight ſcratch, and ſay we woundec one another. 
With all my heart, ſays Weſton, come, Ill wound you firſt; 
fodrawing his ſword, he whipt it through the fleſhy part 
of his antagoniſts arm, till he brought the very tears in 
his eves. - This done, and the wound tied up with a 
handkerchief; Come, ſaid the gentleman, Where ſhall 1 
wound you'? Weſton: putting. himſelf in a poſture of de- 
Fence, Where. you'.can, by Gd, Sir. Well, well, ſays 
the other, 1 can ſwear I received this wound of you, and ſo 
marched off contentedly. | | | 
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On a certain lady's meeting a gentleman whom ſhe 
had not ſeen for ſome time, aſked him if he was married ? 
No, madam, replied he. How extremely well and freſh 
vou look, cried the lady, ſurely you make uſe. of viper 
roth ? On the: contrary, madam, ſaid the gentleman, 
the cauſe I look ſo well is, that I am not married, and cons 
ſequently have nothing to do with Vipers. | 


Muhen the celebrated Beau Naſh was ill, Door Cheyne 
Prote a preſcription for him. The next day the doctur 


preſcription? No faith Doctor, ſaid Naſh, if I had I 
ſhould have broke my neck, for I threw it aut of a tuo pair 
ſtairs window, 5 | e 


man in his chariot, demanded his money, with the ufual 


coming to ſee his patient, enquired if he had followed: his 


1 A highwayman preſenting a blunderbuſs to a gentle- 


7 


compliment: the gentleman readily furrendered his 
purſe, containing about ſixty guineas, and told the high- 
waymany that for his own ſaſety, he had better put the 

„ robbery 


= 
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robbery upon the footing of an exchange, by ſelling him 
the blunderbuſs for what he had juſt now taken from him. 
With all my heart ſaid the highwayman, and gave it the 
gentleman, who inſtantly turned the muzzle” towards 
him, and told him if be did not re-deliver his purſe he 
would ſhoot him. That you may, if you can, replied the 
highwayman, for L promiſe. you it is not loaded, and onde 
off very cooly with his booty. 

At an entertainment given by the was of a pariſh, 
to which. Charles Banniſter was invited, the company, 
when the glaſs had gone round a little, began to ſing and 
be merry; when the clerk of the pariſh, who ſung very 
agreeably, was ſo conſcious of his merit, that he began to 


grow very troubleſome, and would not ſuffer any gen- 
tleman to fing, except ſuch ſongs as he thought proper to 


call for, Hey dey, Mr. Amen, ſays, Charles, this is 


making. too free. methinks; for though you make the 


company ſing what you pleaſe of a Sunday, I can fee no 
_—_ you ſhould oblige them to Ny ſo eue days in (ag 
wee * 


- 


The Prince of Wales having a mind to W himſelf 


incog. went to ſce a bull baiting near Hockley in; the 


Hole. The bull, being true gamg, gave a great deal of 


ſport, and foiled every dog that attacked bim. At laſt 
old Towzer, whoſe owner was a butcher in Clare-Market, 
and Rood cloſe to the Prince, fairly pinned the bull. At 
which the butcher; in the joy of his heart, gave his Royal 


7 


A gentleman on his travels called his ſeryapt to the 
{ide of the _poſt-chaiſe. Tom, fays be, here is: a guinea, 
which is too light, and I can get nobody to take it, do 
you ſee and part with it ſome how or other on the road. 
Yes, Sir, ſays the footman, I will endeayour.———Wher 
they came to their inn at night, the geutleman called A 


4 


Highneſs a ſwinging clap on the back, ſaying, See theres | be 
my Prince, that is my dog, damme but it is. "EN 
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his bent to Ende if be had paſſed off the guinea f Ves, 
Sir, ſays the man, I did it ſlily.— Aye! Tom, ſays the 1 
maſter, I fancy thou art a ſly ſort of a fellow; but tell Fl 
me how? Why, Sir, ſays the footman, the people re- 


a bargain. The highlander took it, and aſked what he 
; had to pay.“ A penny, ſays Strap. No, by my faith, 
fays Duncan, I'll give you a halfpenny, if that dces not 


2% / _ _—— 
— — 


E fuſed it at breakfaſt, and fo they did where your honour 

. dined; but as 1 had a groat to pay at the- turnpike, [ 

3 whipped it in between the halfgence, and the man put it! in his 

=. pocket, and never ſaw it. 

= A young gentleman baving got his neighbour's maid 

= with child, the maſter, a grave man, came to expoſtu- 

_ late with him about. it. Sir, ſaid he, I wonder you 

= could do ſo? Prithee where is the wonder, ſays the other, 

1 if ſhe had got me with child, you might have wondered in- 

4 1 deed, 

=_ a 
1 4 A keblander who ſold . went into a barber' g 

—_ Thop in Glaſgow to get ſhaved. The barber bought one 

- i} | of his brooms, and after he had ſhaved him, aſked the 

= ' price. Two-pence, ſaid the Highlander. No, no, 
aid the barber, I'll give you a penny.; if that does not 
—_ ſatisfy you, take your broom again, and we'll not make 


—_ ſatisfy you, put on my beard as it was' before, and we'll not | 
—_ make a bargain. | , 
—_— A certain candidate for a borough ſome years ago, had 
—_ among his committee of friends, one man who was Te- 
* NF .  markably ugly. When, after the election, the ſucceſsful 
. | | candidate was expreſſing his gratitude to them, he beg- 
—_ ged in particular to thank that gentleman for the very 
* | i) remarkable countenance he had ſhewn during the whole 
. | w-- * buſinefs. | | =_—_ 
FI 33h 8 
—_ A gentleman bad lately occaſion to call o on an acqualnt- 
=_ ance, _ enquiring of an Iriſh iervant if his maſter was 
* 0 | - t 
9 | 
3 Ut 
_ 
—  . 


8 
at home, was told that he was not. When will be re- 
turn?“ ſaid the gentleman, * By J—s faid Teague, 
when my maſter gives orders to ſay that he is not at home, 
it is impoſſible to fay when he will return. 


The Queen Chriſtiana, paſſing by a village in France, 
was harangued by a Conſul, who was a Calviniſt ; he 
was eloquent, and ſhe hearkened to hym with attention 
and pleaſure : but fir, ſaid ſhe to the Conſul, you have 
neither ſpoken of my abdicalion, nor of my converfion tis 
the Catholic Fail. Madam, replied he, I undertook to- 
pronounce your eulogium, not to give your * 


At a late aſſizes, when the judge had with every due 
ſolemnity paſſed ſentence of death on five criminals, who 
have ſince been executed, one of them, as ſoon as the 
judge had concluded, ſaid, with great ſang froid, Pleaſe 
you my lord, I had rather ſerve his majeſty.” 5 | 


Jonathan Durrant, mY: was tried at Norfolk, for pri- 
vately ſtealing a bridle from the ſhop of a ſadler, through 
the humanity of the jury, eſcaped the confequences of 2 
capital conviction by their bringing in a'verdi& guilty of - 
ſtealing only ; upon which, he immediately turned round 
and thanked them for their tenity, at the ſame time axchly 
adding, I aſſure you, gentlemen, I had no uſe for. the 
bridle, I only meant to touch the 9 but I now find I had 
very nearly got a halter. 


The late Lord Lyttleton, hearing that G, a Gia 
fharper, had married MiſsV————, who was an ideat, 
and daughter of his particular friend—the firft time he 
met the lady? s father, being at a loſs how to congratulate. 
him upon fo extraordinary an event and alfiance, at laft ” 
exclaimed, * By G- d, V———, Leaf ary 1k 
will be prodigies.” Why fo, faid Mr. | < * Becauſe, 
replied his N you N 3 2 oy and her bu 
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band's, a rogue ; and at ſchool I was taught to believe, that 


two negatives make an affirmative.” 


When the polling the ſextons in Cornwall began, a 
bye ſander obſerved, that he had not ſeen the election 
wear ſo grave an aſpect before. | | 
The ſextons, when riding up to poll at the election for 
Cornwall, as they came to the huſtings, cried out, Free- 
man for ever; at which the pariſh clerks ſaid, Amen. 


A wag, the other night, at Aſtley's, in the gallery, 
eried out moſt voracioufly to the grimacer, Roalt beef! 
Roaſt - beef!” &c. The grimacer at that time was repre- 
ſenting the clergy in France, before and ſince the revolu- 
tion ;—the former character he conceived would pleaſe 


the demandant, and the cry of Roaſt beef being con- 


tinued, he immediately ſwelled out his cheſt and his 
cheeks in a moſt unaccountable manner, and clapping 
His handkerchief under his chin, replied, voila Roaſt 
deef, which fo pleaſed the fellow, that he ſtill kept inter- 
rupting the company, until- the Grimacer by a turn of 
his hat, formed it into two horns, and addreſſed him- 
ſelf to the man in an attitude of ſurpriſe, which ſtruck 
the fellow ſo much, that he cried out, the Grimacer muſt 
de a devil, for that he thought nobody knew except-him- 
Th _ his wife had ever made him the figure he repre- 
fented. | 


On the report of a Spaniſh wat, the diſabled old ſailor, 
who regularly ſolicits charity in St. Paul's Church-yard, 


addreſſed a naval officer lately in his uſual whimſical 


terms; and being deſired to ſay what would make him 
completely happy, he replied; * God bleſs your honour, if 


you'll. give me a crown, you'll make me a king; if but 


half a one, I ſhall be poſſeſſed of more than, I hope, the 


Monarch of Spain will oon have to boaſt of. 


At 


= e * 
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At the late Lancaſter election, a butcher, who was 


-marching in a tally, preceded by a band of muſic to ex- 


erciſe his privilege (in all the pride, pomp, and circuni- 
ſtance of glorious conteſt) was gently touched on the 
fhoulder by the rod of the ſheriff's officer, for twelve 


guineas, which ſam he was.. indebted to a farmer, far 


fat ſheep. With the virtue of a conjurer's wand, it in- 
ſtantly changed the ſcene, and operated ſo forcibly, às to 
oblige the free-burgeſs to make a transfer of ſome newly 

acquired property into the. officer's pocket; and to vote 
contrary to his inclination - and promiſe, One of the 
counſel obſerved, This was great generalſhip; the 
butcher fleeced the farmer, and the farmer ſkinned the 


butcher alive.” 


Monſieur le Prince was one 400 in his coach with a 
very tireſome fellow, who teazed him with ſtupifying ſto- 


ries:— Sir, ſaid he to him, either do not put me to lleep, 
or let me ſleep quetly.” dps © ers "YL 


An Iriſh gentleman was arreſted and confined ſame 

weeks, for a debt due by his brother. He brought his 
action for falſe impriſonment, when there appeared pre · 
ciſely as many witneſſes to prove the identity of his per- 


- ſon, as there were to his being no other than kimſelf— 


The judge was aſtoniſhed, and the jury, for once; 'at a 
loſs for a verdict; when lo!—the brother appeared, the 
glorious uncertainty of the law vaniſhed, and the defen: 


dant paid dearly for the explanation of —Frontt nulla fides, 


A gentleman having ſome company to dinner, one of 
them cried out, Lord bleſs me, I- have forgot my laced 
waiſtcoat! The maſter of the houſe told him there was no- 
need of any apology, for he was very well dreſſed - Lou 
miſtake me, replied the gueſt, I do not mean a gold 
laced waiſtcoat, » but my waiſtcoat with a lace behind. 


* 
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© » Counſellor Dunning, who had got a trick of hemming 


ſeveral times in the courſe of his ſpeech, once upon a 
trial concerning a broken-winded horte, told a coachman 
that he did not know what broken-winded was. Yes, 
but J do, ſays the man, for he cries a kem, hem, juſt as 
you do. N 
A perſon who had rendered himſelf obnoxious in trade 
was told of ſome of his tracks by a merchant on Change: 
and being a little nettled at his reproaches, ſaid, What, 
Sir, do you call me a. rogue? No, I do not call you 
rogue, ſaid the merchant, but I wilf give you ten guineas, 
if you find any one here, who will ſay you are an honeſt 
- Maſk. © 


An arch barber at a certain borough in the Weſt, - 
where there are but few electors, had art enough to ſuſ- 
pend his promiſe till the voters, by means of bribery, 
(the old balſam) were ſo divided, that the caſting vote lay 
in himſelf. One of the candidates, who was ſenſible of 
it, came into his little dirty ſhop to be ſhaved, and when 
the operation was finiſhed, threw into the baſon twenty 
guineas. The next day came the other candidate, who 

was ſhaved alſo, and leſt thirty. Some hours after this, 
4 the firſt returned to ſolicit the barber's vote, who told 
0 him very coldly, that he could not promiſe, Not pro- 
ö miſe! ſays. the gentleman, why 1 thought bad been 


j ſhaved here? It is true, ſays the. barber, you was, but 
4 another gentleman has been trimmed ſince that: however, 
1 | if you pleaſe, I will trim you again, and then. I will tell you 
| h m 7 
Ti 74175 Tg 5 
Hi An officer in the Engliſh: ſervice going on the expedi- 
| bl I tion againſt the Americans at Bunker's-hill, gave orders 
—_ to his taylor to make him a ſuit of cloaths, and to put 
8 | W- within de the lining of his waiſteoat, d. plate of braſ, 4s 
5% | RT. thield from the enemy; which the taylor, through a 
bw lucky miltake, placed in the inſide of the lining of the 


=. .* 5 breeches.; 
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:breeches ; the officer being directly after led on to battle, 
a precipitate retreat immediately enſued, and being 
clotely purſued by the enemy, endeavoured to make his 
eſcape by jumping over a hedge, which one of the enemy 
perceiving, thruſt the bayonet. in his tail, as he thought, 
and puſhed him over. The enemy then left him. When 
he got ſafe to camp, he could not but extol the taylor's 
conduct, who knew where his heart lay better than himſelf. 


An honeſt Jack Tar being at a Quaker's meeting, 
heard the friend that was bolding forth, ſpeak with great 
emotion againſt the ill conſequence of giving the lie in 
converſation, and therefore, che ' adviſed, when a man 
was telling a tale, that was not conſiſtent with" truth or 
probability, to cry twang, which would not irritate. the 
perſon as the lie would, After digreſſing into the ſtory 
of the great miracle of five thouſand being fed with five 
loaves of bread, &c, he told them that they were not ſuch 
loaves as are uſed now, but were as big as a mountain; 
on the hearing of which, the tar uttered with a loud. voice, 
twang ; What, ſays the Quaker, doſt thou think I lie, 
friend? No, ſays Jack, but I am. thinking how. big the 
ovens were that baked them. PER LO 


A certain nobleman who ufed to danele after Miſs 
Yonge, and one night being behind the ſcenes, ſtanding 
with his arms folded in the poſture of a deſponding lover, 


aſked her with a ſigh, what was a cure for love? Tou | 
Lordſhip, ſhe anſwered, is the beſt cure in the world. 


A worthy old gentleman in the country having em- 
-ployed an attorney, of whom he had a pretty good 
opinion, todo ſome law buſineſs for him in London, he 
was greatly ſurpriſed on his coming” to town, and de- 
manding his bill of law charges, to find that it amounted 
to at leaſt three times the ſum he expected; the honeſt 
attorney aſſured him, that there was no article in his bill 
but what was fair and reaſonable. Nay, ſaid the coun- 


w wy 


( 8863 
try gentleman, there's one of them I am ſure cannot be 
ſo, for you have ſet down three ſhillings and four-pence 


for going to Southwark, when none of my buſineſs lay 
that way: pray what is the meaning of that, fir, ? Oh! 
Hir, ſaid he, that was for fetching the turkey and chine 
from the carrier's that you ſent me for a preſent out of the 
country. | 


The emperor of Germany ſome time ſince travelling 
before his retinue, as is his uſual way, attended only by 
a ſingle Aid- de- camp, arrived yery late at the houſe of an ö 
Engliſhman, who kept a public houſe ſome where in 
the Auſtrian Netherlands. The man having his houſe 
pretty full, it being fair time, and not knowing who his 
gueſts were, appointed them to fleep in an outhouſe, 
which hę very readily complied with, after drinking a 
bottle of indifferent wine, and eating a few flices of ham 
and biſcuit. In the morning they paid their bill, which 
5 amounted only to three ſhillings and fix-pence Engliſh, | 
and rode off. A few hours after, ſeveral of his ſuit came 
: to enquire after him, when the publican underſtanding 
whom he had for his gueſt, ſeemed very uneaſy., Pſha ! 
man, never, mind this affair faid one of his attendants, 
_ Joſeph is uſed to ſuch adventures; he will think no more 
=—_ - onit. Aye, that may be, replied the landlord, but by v 
| G—d 1 fhall never forget the circumſtance of having an 
emperor in my houſe, and letting him off for three and 
ſix· pence. : bi . 
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Counſellor. Garrow, of ſcrutiny memory, ſoliciting a 
place m a public line, was offered the poſt of Solicitor- 
General to one of the ceded iſlands, but finding that the 
profits and emoluments were nothing, and only an ho- 
norary poſt, replied. Why, if I accept that office; in- 
ſtead of being Solicitor General, I muſt be General Solici- 


* 


tor, and beg my way to the place. 


At 
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At Hampſtead: Aſſembly, ſome years finee, an Iriſh 
(| _ gentleman, who danced with great ſpirit, though. n 
perhaps with all the grace of a Veſtris, was obſerved by 2 
maccaroni, in the fame country dance, who immediately 
began mimicking him in the moſt extravagant manner. 
The Iriſhtnan took no notice for Lag time, but ſeeing 


himſelf the general object of laughter, he came very de- 
p | liberately up to the mimic, and aſked, Why he preſumed 
to take him off! Me, tir, ſays the other, you miſtake the' 
matter, it is my natural way of dancing. Is it, faid. the Hi- 
J bernian, ſeemingly accepting the excuſe, well, to be 
ſure, nobody can help what is natural; but bark ye, oy 
friend, be ſure you continue in that natural Rep all nigh 
for by G—d, if you once attempt to make it aufe 
will break every bone in your ſkin—The-poor maccaroni 
was obliged to fubſcribe to the ſentence, to the no ſmall 
amuſement; as well as ſatisfaction of the whole company. 


As a poor man was paſſing through | Smithfield, who 

could dls walk, he was ſtopped by a young man, 

. . Who4eeringly offered to carry him. No, replied the old 
mumian, Iſhall buy an aſs to-morrow, 


Soon aſter the appearance of Garrick, at Drury- lane 

theatre; when he, by his aſtoniſhing powers, brought a 

great number to the Theatre, and Mr. Rich was playing 

Hits pantomimes at Covent-Garden to empty Venthes ; the 
s two gentlemen, Mr. Garrick and Mr. Rich, met one 
evening at the Bedford Coffee-houſe; they fell into con- 
verſation, when Mr. Garrick afłked the Covent-Garden 
manager, How much his houſe would hold when crowded 

with company? - Why, maſter, replies Mr. Rich, in as 
elegant a compliment as ever was given, I cannot tell, 

but if you will come and play Richard for one Night, 1 | 

| ſhall be able to give an account. 


| A Lady withed-a young married man joy, ſor ſhe heard | 
his wife Was quick already. Ay, ſaid he, nn, 
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for I have been married but ſix months, and ſhe was 
brought to bed yeſterday, | | 


as 


A few years ſince Mr. Stevens, who was for many 


years grave-digger, at St. James's Church, being on an 


examination in the court of King's Bench, in a pariſh 
ſuit, Lord Mansfield demanded of him, previous to other 
queſtions, his name and profeſſion? Why, and pleaſe 
your honour, ſaid he, my name is Will Stevens, and I 
am a grave-digger at your worſhip's ſervice. 


— a — 


A gentleman having ſent a porter on a meſſage which 


he executéd much to his ſatisfaction, had the curioſity to 
aſk his name, being informed it was Ruſſel. Pray, ſays 
the gentleman, is your coat of arms the ſame as the Duke 
of Bedford's? As to our arms, your honour, ſays the 


Porter, 1 believe they are pretty much alike; but there is 


a d—n'd deal of difference between our coats. 


A phyſician went lately to ſee & fick patient, and was 


told by the ſervant that ſhe had juſt expired. Your lady 


may be apparently dead, ſaid the doctor, yet not adtu- 
ally ſo. He alighted from his carriage, and went u 


Rairs, where he found his patient actually dead, with the 


cuſtomary fee in the palm of her hand, and taking it. I 
ſee, ſaid the Doctor, with much ſeriouſneſs, * the poor 
lady exped ed me; God reſt her ſoul. 


- a g ; ; 
A gentleman at the Weſt end of the town dining at his 


own houſe with a friend, on ſome cold roaſt mutton, his- 
ſervant accoſted him in the following manner. Pleaſe, fr, to 


order the cook to haſh the mutton for our dinner, for l can- 
not eat cold meat. His maſter bid him not be imperti- 
nent before company, and he ſhould take another oppor- 
tunity of ſpeaking to him: however, the man perliſted 
in his requeſt, the gentleman turned him out of the room. 
The next morning the maſter called him before him, and 
told him to provide himſelf with a place. Do you really 
„ | | mean 
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mean 1 ſhould leave. you then ? ſaid the man. Catainly? 

| replied the gentleman.” I'll expoſe you then (quoth the 
1 ſervant) to the whole neighbourhood, how you uſe. us; 
1 * a man may make a ſhift to eat cold meat when out of, 
place, ſays the fellow, but I am (determined my maſier, | 
whoever he be, {hall always provide me with hot dinners. 


A 8 amuſing himſelf in the tas of the 

Pallais, a place in Paris, ſomewhat like what our ex- 
changes formerly were, obſerved; while he was careleſſy 
looking over ſome pamphlets at a. 'bookſeller's there, 
a ſuſpicious fellow foo d rather too near him: the gen- 

tleman was dreſſed, according to the faſhion of thoſe 

times, in a coat with a prodigious number of filver tags 

and taſſels; upon which the thief (for ſuch he was) be- 

. gan to have a deſign; and the gentleman not willing to 
diſappoint him, turned his head another way, on pur- 
poſe to give him an opportunity: the thief immediately 
ſet to work; and, in a trice, twiſted off ſeven. or eight of 
the filver tags; the gentleman immediately perceived it, 
and ſlily drawing out of his pocket a penknife, which cut 
like a razor, catched the fellow by the ear, and cut it off 
cloſe to his head. Murder! Murder! cries the thief; 
Robbery! Robbery! cries the gentleman, upon this the 
thief, in a paſſion, throwing them at the - gentleman. 
There are your tags and buttons? Very well; ſaid the gen- 
tleman, (throwing it back in the like manner,) there is 

| your ear. 


Old Taſwell, the. comedian; 3 a Aitpute 1 in the 
green -· room with Mrs. Clive, the actreſs, Madam, fays 
he, I have heard of tariars and brimſtones, but by Gd, 
you are the cream of the am and the  fower of the ther. 


A fellow who had picked up a few ſcraps of the French 
tongue, and was entirely ignorant of the Latin, agcolted 
a gentleman, in French, with Quelle-heure. eſt il Mon l . | 
What is it 0 _ Sir? To which the N 
8 . | * e l ſwexred, 
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dred pound bank note in his hand; and F am ſure Sawney 
never brought that out of his own country. . 
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ſwered, in Latin, Meſcio, L don't know. Damn it ſaid 
the fellow, I did not think it was near ſo late; and ran 
off as if he had ſomething of conſequence to do. 


Lord Mansfield being willing to ſave a man that had 
ole a watch, deſired the jury to value it at ten- pence: 
upon which the proſecutor cries out, Ten- pence! my 
lord: why the very faſhion. of it coſt me five pounds.— 
Oh! ſays his lordſhip, we muſt not hang a man for 
faſhion's ſake. Sh 


A Scotch Member of Parliament, of great. wit and 
humour, coming to the Marquis of Rockingham's onę 
morning, at the time of the great oppoſition. between 
bim and Lord North, told his lordſhip that he had ſome 
very bad neus to acquaint him with. What's the mat- 
ter? quoth the Marquis. By my troth, quoth be, what 
I hae to tell ye is very bawd on our ſeed. Prithee, ſaid 
the Marquis, do not keep me, any longer in fuſpence. ; 
what is it? Don't your lordſhip: ken that Sawney Wed- 
derburn is bought over? That is impoſſible, ſays the 
Marquis, for a ſtauncher man does not live than honeſt 
Sawney; but what makes you think ſo? Why, and 
pleaſe your lordſhip, I ſaw the other morning, a five hun- 


1 


At the Groſvenor trial in Weſtminſter-hall, a witneſs 
being produced that had an enameled noſe ; counſellor 
Dunning thinking to daunt him, ſaid, Now you are 
ſworn, what can you ſay with your copper noſe ? Why, 
by the -oath L.have ſworn, I would: nat change my copper 
noſe, for your brazen face. | EP 


——— 


A fellow hearing the drums beating up for volunteers in 
France, in ue expedition againſt the Dutch, imagined 
himſelf valiant enough, and thereupon liſted himfelf, ſo 
returning again, he was aſked by his friends, hat ex- 
e | ploits 


1 | # 2b 
| „ 
| pPloits he had done there? he ſaid, that he had cut off one 


of the enemy's legs; and being teld that it had been 
more honourable and manly to have tut off his, head: 
Oh! ſaid he, you muſt know that his head was cut off ber 
fore, RIDE | * N S 
ö 


A French courtier, who was a little ſuſpected of imbe- 
cility, one day meeting the poet Berenford, who had 
often jeered him, Sir, ſaid he, for all your filly jeſts, my 
wife was brought to bed of a boy two days ago.— Faith, 

; replied Berenford, I never queſtioned your wifs's-abilities. - 


When Lieutenant O'Brian, who was afterwards called 
 Sky-Rocket Jack, was blown up at Spithead, in the Edgar, 

-* and was ſaved on the carriage of, a gun; and when 
brought to.the-Admiral, all. black and wet, he ſaid, with 
much pleaſantry, I hope, ſir, you will excuſe my. dirty 
appearance, for I came out of the. ſhip in ſuch a. hurry, that 1 
had not time to [hift myſelf. | 


In the late war, a ſailor and two of his ſhipmates . 
wanted to go from Portſmouth. to. Petersfield ; when one PTL 
ſtaying behind, deſired the other two to proceed on foot, 
while he went and hired a horſe. - When he came to the 

- livery ſtables, the oſtler brought him out a ſhort-backed, 
( light galloway, about fourteen hands high. - Zounds, ſays 
'F Jack, this will not do for me? he is too ſhort in the back. 
Oh, Sir, replies the oſtler, he is the better for that. 
Den him, he will not do, I tell you; get me a borſe - 
with a longer back, for L have two more to take up at the 
turnpike. or 7 6 5 


Quin uſed annually to come to London, to play for 
Ryan's benefit. He had the ſeaſon before, 
the part of Falſtaff for the benefit_of his old acquaintance 
Mr. Ryan. This teſtimony of regard had the deſired 
effect: and the actor profited greatly by the exhibition. 
His ſucceſs upon this occaſion, induced Ryan to og s 
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the ſame favour next year. The application produced an 
- anſwer from Quin, which whilſt it is in the true laconic 
ſtile, is rich in meaning: I ſhall therefore give it verba- 


tim. 


I would play for you if I could; but will not whiſtle for 

you, I have: willed you a thouſand pounds, If you 

want money you may have it, and fave my executors 
trouble. - , 


— 


James Quin. 
The Baron des Aldrets, one of the generals of the 
Catholics, took during the wars, a caſtle belonging to the 
Proteſtants, and condernned all the ſoldiers that had de- 
fended it, to leap our at a window of that caſtle, One of 
them advanced tyice to the brink- of the precipice, and 
ſtill ſhrunk back. Whereupon the Baron ſaid, Come, 
take your leap, without any more a-do; for I'll make 


you ſuffer greater torments, if you go back a third time. 


Sir, anſwered the ſoldier, ſince you take the thing to be ſo 


eaſy, TI lay any ſum. you don't do it in four times. — Which 
ſo pleaſed the Baron, that as cruel as he was, he. pardoned 
the ſoldier, upon account of this repartee. 


Df. South being one morning viſiting a gentleman, he 
was aſked to ſtay dinner ; which he accepting of, the 
gentleman ſtept into the next room, and told his wife he 
had invited the-doctor to dinner, and defired her to pro- 
vide ſomething extraordinary. Hereupon ſhe began to 

— murmur and ſcold, and make a thouſand words, till at 
laſt her huſband, being very much provoked at her be- 
haviour, proteſted, that if it was not for the ſtranger in 
the next room, he would kick her out of doors. Upon 

which the doctor, who had heard all that had. paſled, 
immediately ſtepped out, crying, 4 1 beg, Sir, you, will 
make no ſtranger of me. 1 


1 


One 


2 


6 


One Mr. Aſh, who was himſelf a famous punſter i in- 
Ireland, coming into an inn, deſired the landlord to lend 
him a hand to pull off his great coat: Indeed, Sir, ſaid 
15 he, I dare nat. Dare not, replied the other, what do vou 
| mean by that? You LR; Sir, anſwered he, there is an 
act of parliament againſt ſtripping of aſh.” 5 


Fg 


z 


King Charles' the ſecond, after the Reſtoration, told 
Waller the poet, that he had made better verſes, and faid 
finer things of Cromwell than of him. That may very 
we J be, replied Waller, for poets generally ſucceed better 
in maine things than i. in many; ones. | 


Upon the death of the 8 Moliere; a poet tlg 
with his epitaph upon the Prince of Conde, the prince told 
him he ſhould have been much better pleaſed, if as 

*F ad browgnt him his. 


Two gentlemen ſtanding together, as a young lady 
paſſed by them, ſaid one, there goes the handſomeſt wo-. 
man I ever ſaw. She hearing him; turned back, and 
ſeeing him very ugly, ſaid, I wiſh I could in return, ſay 
as much of you, ſo you may, madamy {aid he, and lie as J 


do. b 


A few months ſince, a waterman, who for years had + 
plied upon the Thames, became by the death of an uncle, 
at Deptford, (who had made a fortune by the laudable 
dealing in ſeamens wills and powets), heir to a very de- 
ſirable eſtate, both real and perſonal, by the teſtator, with- - 
out mentioning his name, ingly recordiug, I leave all 

my wealth to my heir at law. When he came into poſ- 
ſeſſion, he invited the other poor relations of the deceaſed, 
whoſe hopes of their relation's dying without a will, had 
thus been baulked of a family dinner, and aſter it was 
over, divided among them effects to the value of 79500ol. 
reſerving for himſelf about 20001, and an eſtate of about 

_ ibol, a years on which he has retired to a village near 
Grave+- 


* 


7 P. a 
”= R * 1 
"+ r => 
— — — * y * 56 
E „ — © tid = 
— S — — — TW 
ky yd 


— 


a. 


. 

* 9 A | * .* 5 

* 
. 3 A . ik ' 
9 2 k *, * of ae 
* * 
— > * = . 
- 0 * 1 - , — 
— 2 - L 7 8 Go — — — WITTY 
+ Sy n £ - Lp ont. . 8 - - a . D 1 ＋ — — Lc 
a . 7 - — — 2 4 7 1 * 2g * < * < — — . p - - > . -» — 1 — 7 RY 2-221 
By N 73-207 g — — — 8 * =} "pe «9 a pn rw 5s —— : —ͤ̃ — * — 
- 22 * 0 — 2 5 0 L WW 4 5 a « — » '_ * 8 0 * k *P FE" 1 
* * nip — — * * — 35 of Bad r 2 * „ "Ee I 9 — 2 1 1 * ON" . 2 * 
: r o \ * 1 y . 2 ie. . 24A >, py ayes 74 a er p 1 2 - 
— — 2 1 — 2 — * - ö _— I * 8 2 r 3 yo” = © = >, "0 "ha he» — 2 8 rr * 2 r 1 *, 1 28 2. So 
3 . 3 r . > * * > _ % Fs 3 . oy 2 7 . _ £38. - * 4 8 Wy 
wy % 83 n = OY — On > we! - 4 Wd” 1 Ar - N * Ty - 0 # | 8 \ At — 2 
— = : 8 2 K 2 
thong ac » F 1 — 
% 
* 9 
i 
% 1 : = 
CY 
. + ” 


——— — — 


— 


— — — — — 
CRT I NS; l 
2 
. _—_— 


* > 

F 

SET, 1 3 — 2 

EL FG ene nee = a ea 
- . 4 Pe No av 


Az 


6460) n 


Graveſetid, where he lifes an ornament to human na- 
ture, often amuſing himſelf on his old element, and fre- 
quently rowing paſſengers to town, but never gratis, 
becauſe that would deprive his old companions of bread. 


When Alderman Prampton, who acquired an im- 
menſe fortune in the buſineſs of a bookſeller, firſt began 
trade in Dublin; the few volumes he had collected were 

inſufficient to fill his ſhop, but knowing how much the 
world is led by appearances, he had recourſe to a whim- 
ical expedient, which fully anſwered his purpoſe; in a 
few days his ſhelves appeared completely covered, but as 
2 confeſſed to a friend, it was done thus: 
Locke on EAucation, conſiſted of a couple of bricks neatly 
covered and labelled; 7 feobald's Edition of Shakſpeare, 
was made up of ſome ſquare boxes of bran, which bis 
wife had collected for domeſtic uſes. Hill's voluminous 
works, were neatly made up of wood; and The Sure 
Guide to Salvation; was labelled on his ſquare tobacco box. 
Theſe ſubſtitutes, as his finances flouriſhed, were ex- 
changed for the volumes they repreſented, but in many 
inſtances he uſed ſarcaſtically to obſerve the change was 
not much for the better. 


A military captain, who lived by his wits, viſiting a 
friend in the Tower, "about dinner time, his friend being 
abfent,. in his walk, he ſaw divers diſhes of meat, and 
bottles of wine, carried up to a lord's lodging, and im- 
mediately after followed the gueſts, among which the 
captain puts in with the reſt, and fits down to dinner, 
Where he eat and drank freely; but often the Lord had 
an eye upon this ſtranger, and ſeeing him very familiar, 
after dinner he enquired of his gueſts, whoſe relation he 
was? Which the captain hearing, boldly ſalutes him in 
theſe words, My lord, do you not know me? No, in- 
deed, fir, ſaid the lord. Quoth the captain, ſure you 
do, my. lord, for you and J have been in all the priſons 
in England. How, faid the Lord, 1 never was in any 
| | | but 


(47) ; 
but this ot the Tower in my life. True, -tny.lord,” an« 
ſwered the captain, and. I have been in all the feſt, At which 


jeſt the lord and his company laughed heartily, and told 
him he was welcome. N 


Mr. Glover, the late daneing maſter of the royal fa- 
tily, being in company with Picard the fencing maſter, 
and the converſatien turning upon their different pro- 
feſſions, each maſter ſupported the ſuperiority of his ta- 
lent over that of the other. At length words aroſe very 


high, and it was agreed to determine the difpute by arms, 


next morning, in Hyde-park. The combatants met. 
When Picard drew his ſword, Glover drew his kit, and 
began to play a minuet, ſaying, Why don't you dance? 
Picard was very arigry, exclafming, He did net under- 


ſtand being trifled with. No, faid Glover, I do not 


trie with you, This proves the ſuperiority of my 
profeſſion, as you can do nothing without an opponent, 
whereas I can amuſe without the aſſiſtante of any. 


Lord Granby, who had long wiſhed to de in eompany 


with Quin; one, morning perceiving from the Star and 


Garter, at Richmond, that celebrated epicure, coming 
flowly up the hill in a one horſe chaiſe, diſpatched 4a 
friend to entreat the favour of his company*to partake ot 
a4 turtle, weighing ' 130 pounds, Which was that day for 
After. Quin, with his uſual pompoſity of manners, 
obferved,' he could produce two exquiſſte reaſons for de- 
clining his lordſhip's invitation, "and immediately ndo- 


ing the flap of his chaiſe, diſcovered a fine chicken turtle, 


and a haunch of veniſon at his feet, both of which he 


edged his honour to a particular friend, ſhould" be on 


the table at four clock preciſely. e 
Sued b me force. of femidle curioſtty, that lady Wal- 
lace, who is never at a Joss for an anſwer, one day af- 
fected to be wanting on that point: Pray, "ſir, ſaid Rer 


Ladyſhip to a country gentleman, I am oſten aſked what 
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age Tam; what anſwer ſhould I make? the gentlemas 
immediately gueſſing her ladyſhip's meaning; ſaid, ma- 
dam, when you are aſked that queſtion again, anſwer, 
that you are not yet come to years of diſcretion. 


When Charles F- was vehemently teazed for 
money, by ſome Hebrew. Creditors, he told them, he 
would diſcharge the incumbrance as ſoon as poſſible. 

But Mr. F, name the dayſh ? 

The day of judgment | 
Oh Miſtter F „ that will be too biſhy a day 
for us. 


+ Right, Moſes, fo we will make it the day after!“ 


7 - 


The late Lord Roſs engaged an apothecary, in Oxford- 
ſtreet, to attend three of his ſervants who were danger- 
ouſly ill, and went to Ireland without diſcharging' the 
account -In about two years after this event, he returned 


to London, and was traced by the apothecary, who knew 


his carriage, and ſtopt him in Bond-ſtreet—Lord Roſs 
enquired for the bill, which the underitrapper of Eſcula- 


pius preſented in at the window with a receipt The fum 
total was ſixteen pounds ten ſhillings and fix-pence, which 


he thinking an exhorbitant charge, pulled out his purſe, 


gave the pharmacopoliſt half-a-guinea, and then ordered 


his coachman to drive on; but not before the enraged 


apothecery had ſurveyed the limited recompence with 


ſurpriſe, and exclaimed, in the hearing of a mob, Ah, 
you Iriſh bite, I have got /tx and three-pence, by you 


now. "08 


When Lord Cheſterfield was dying, Sir Thomas Ro- 
binſon paid him a viſit of condolence, and ſaid rather 
bluntly, I am torry, my Lord, to perceive that you are 
dying by inches. — Oh, don't be forry about the matter, 
replied the dying peer) but thank God, that I am not ſe 


tall as you by a fot.” 


| ad) : 
A scotch officer paid a viſit to Bethlem hoſpita), was 
called after by a young female, who ſeemed to know him 
upon his coming up to her, ſhe aſked him it he would 
fight, and thereupon preſented a ſtraw, he accepted the 
challenge, for the joke's ſake. They parryed for ſome 
time, till the young Bedlamite took an opportunity to 
ſtoop down and lift up. her pot full of thick and thin, 
which ſhe ſuddenly flung at poor Sawny, T here, (ſays ſhe) 
go tell your ſhitten colonel that I have made @ ſlilten captain of 
you, 5 


The late Mr. Churchill, the poet, being in company 
with ſome men of quality at a tavern, was called upon to 
give his toaſt, he named lady L; the nobleman de- 
manded why he named her? Why not, replied the poet, 
ſhe has the qualifications of a toaſt, being both brown and 
dry ; which anſwer made them laugh, his lordſhip having 
been compelled to marry her againſt his inclination. 


Two bonny Scots, having jaſt got a place at St. Jatnes's, 
and being. in bed, the one in his fleep bawled out terribly, 
which the other hearing, deſired to know what was the 
matter? matter, quoth he, Mon, ve dream'd a very ugly 
dream. Prithee, lod, didſt dream of the deel ? fays 
Wally, Na, twas worſe than the deel, and hell to boot, ſays 
ſawny, for I dreamed I was tranſported inte my own comtry, 
never more te ſee Aud England again. Ah, mon, ſays Wally, 
that was very tirrible indeed. LEAD 


One told another, who was not uſed to be cloathed very 
often, that his new coat was. too ſhort for him; that's true, 
- anſwered his friend; but it will be long enough before [ 
get another. ET 


A certain lady, finding her huſband” ſomewhat too 
familiar with her chambermaid, turned her away imme- . 
diately. Hauſiy, faid ſhe, I have no occalion for ſuch 

N. s D 8 . . Nats 


2 


650 


Juts as you, only | to do that work, which I chuſe to ds 
myſelf. : 


Although the infirmities of nature are not proper ub- 
Jes to be made a jeſt of; yet when people take a great 
deal of pains to conceal what every body ſees, there is no- 
thing more ridiculous: Of this ſort was old Smith the 
— it. Honeſt Joe Miller, going with. a friend one 
day along Fleet-ſtreet, and ſeeing old Smith on the other 


ſport; ſo, beckoning to Smith with his finger, and 
ſtretching open his mouth as wide as ever he could, as if 
he hallowed to him, though he ſaid nothing, the old fel - 
low came puffing from the other ſide of the way. What 
a. pox, ſaid he, do you make ſuch a noiſe for? Do you think 
ene cunnot hear you, 


A conceited fellow, who fancied himſelf a poet, aſked 
Nat. Lee, if it was not. eaſy to write like a madman, as 
he did; No, anſwered Nat; But it is eaſy to write like a 
fool, as you do. i 


A gentleman was ſaying one day at George's coffee - 
houſe, when it rained exceeding hard, that it put him in 
mind of the general deluge. Zoons, Sir, ſaid an old cam- 

aigner, who ſtood by, Who is that? I have heard of all 
the Generals in Europe but him. | 


gaming table in Dublin, ſome friends condoling with 
kim upon his ill luck; Faith, ſaid he, I am very well 


there is not one guinea that don't want ſix-pence of weight, 


A countryman ſowing his ground, two ſmart fellows 
riding that way, one of them called to him with an inſo- 
teat air; Well, honeſt fellow, 1aid he, tis your buſineſs 


= 
cx SIE 
39 


layer, who being very deaf, did not care any body ſhould , 


fide of the way, told his acquaintance he ſhould ſee fome 


q | 
Lord R— having loſt fifty guineas one night at the 


Pleaſed at what I have done; for I have bit them by G=, 


5 


| N 


( 5 ) 


to ſow, but wereap the fruits of your labour, 


the countryman * is very m_ Yu mays 
ſowing hemp. 


which- 
1 am 


Onee on a time a pęrſon who had been 2 d ependant 
on a nobleman, begged his intereſt for him at N and 
to preſs the thing the more upon him, ſaid he had nobody 
to depend upon but Cod and his Grace, Then, ſaid the 


duke, you are in a miſerable way ; for you could not have 
piiched upon any two * have leſs intereſt at Fourks 


A pragmatical young fellow, fitting at a table over 
againſt the learngd John Scott, aſked him, What differ 


ence there was between Scot and ſot? Juſt the breadth of 
the cable, anſmerpd the other 


The famous Chancellor Moore, who e his hu- 
mour and wit to the laſt moment, when he came to be 
executed on Tower-hill, the headſman demanded his 


wpper garment as his fee; Ah, friend, ſaid he, — * 
kis cap, 4that I think is my upper ger bun. 


When - Sir Richard Steel was fitting up his great root 
in Vork Buildings, which he intended for public orations, 
he happened at a time to be pretty much behind hand 
with his workmen; and coming one day among them, ta 
ſee how they went forward, he ordered one of them to 
get into the roſtrum, and make a ſpeech, that he might 
obſerve how it could be heard; the fellow mounting and 
ſcratching his pate, t told him be knew not what to fayy - © 
for in truth he was:no oratar. Oh! ſaid the knight, no 
matter for that, ſpeak any thing that comes uppermoſt, 
Why here, Sir Richard, ſays the fellow, w- have been work- 
ing for you theſe fax weeks, and cannot get une penny of money: 
Pray, fir, when: do you deſign. to pay us? Very well, very 
well, {aid Sir Richard, pray come down, I haves heard - 


enough, cannot but own you ſpeak very a 
though Ido not admire your 3 


A certain, | 
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A certain reverend drone in the country, was com- 


plaining to another, That it was a great fatigue to 


preach twice a day. Oh! faid the other, I preach twice 
every Sunday, and make nothing of it. | 

A French marquis, being one day at dinner at the 
late Sir Roger Williams's, the famous punſter and pub- 
lican, was boaſting of the happy genius of his nation, 
in projecting all the fine modes and faſhions, particu- 
larly the ruffle, which he ſaid, Was de fine ornament to de 
hand, and had been followed by all de other nations, Roger. 
allowed what he ſaid, but at the ſame time, That the 
Engliſh, according to cuſtom, had made a great im- 
provement upon their invention, by adding the ſhirt to it, 


A young gentleman playing at queſtions and com- 
mands with ſome pretty young ladies, was commanded 
to take off a garter from one of them, but ſhe, as ſoon as 
he had laid hold of her petticoats, run away into the next 
room, where was a bed; Now, madam, ſaid he, tripping 
up her heels, I far ſqueaking. Bar the door, you fool, 
cried ſhe, | w_ IE 


A very modeſt young gentleman, of the county of 
Tipperary, having attempted many ways in vain to ac- 
quire the affections of a lady of great fortune, at laſt was 
reſolved to try what could be done by the help of muſic, - 


and therefore entertained her with a ſerenade under her 


window at midnight ; but ſhe ordered her ſervants to 
drive him from thence by throwing ſtones at him: Oh! 
my friend, ſaid one of his companions, your muſic is as 


powerful as that of Orpheus, for it draws the very ſtones 


about you. 


An Engliſh gentleman aſked Sir Richard Steel, who 
was an Iriſhman, what wag, the reaſon that his country- 
men were ſo remarkable for blundering, and making 
bulls ? Fafth, ſaid the knight, I believe there is ſomething in 

ISP | the. 
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the air of Ireland, and I dare ſay, if an En li man was born 
there he would do the fame. | a Sy" HE 


4 


[ 


A gentleman having lent a guinea for two or three 
days to a perſon whoſe promiſes he had not much faith 
in, was very much ſurpriſed to find, that he very punc- 
tually kept his word with him; the ſame gentleman ſome- 
time aſter was deſirous of borrowing a larger ſum. No, 
{aid the other, you have deceived me once, and I am reſolved 
you Jhall not do it a ſecond time. | 


A eountry parſon having divided his text under two 
and twenty heads; one of the congregation was getting 
out of the church in a great hurry ; but a neighbour, pul- 
ling him by the ſleeve, aſked him whither he was going ? 

Home for my night cap, anſwered the firſt ; for I find we are 
to ſtay here all night, | 


Two gentlemen diſputing about religion in Burton's 
coffee-houſe, ſaid one of them, I wonder, Sir, you ſhould 
talk of religion, when I'll hold you five guineas you can't 
fay the Lcrd's Prayer ; Done, ſaid the other, and Sip 
Richard Steel here ſhall hold ſtakes. The money being | 
depoſited; the gentleman began with, I #elieve in God, 
and ſo went cleverly through the Creed: Well, ſaid the 
other, I own I have loſt; I did not think he could have done it. 


Lord Strangford, who ſtammered very much, was 
telling a certain biſhop that ſat at his ta ble, that Balaam's 
aſs ſpoke, becauſe he was pri—eſt,, Prieſt rid, Sir, ſaid 
a valet-de-chambre, who ſtood behind the chair, my lord 
would ſay, No, friend, replied the biſhop, Balaam could 
not. ſpeak himſelf, and ſo his aſs ſpoke for him, 


Lady N——t, who had but a very homely face, but 
was extremely well-ſhaped, and always neat about the 
legs and feet, was tripping one morning over the Park in 
a maſk ; and a gentleman followed her for a long time, 
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making ftrong love to her: He called her his life, his ſoul, 


bis angel, ahd begged, with a deal of earneſtneſs, to have 


one glimpſe of her face: at laſt, when ſhe came on the 
other ſide of the bird-cage walk, to the houſe ſhe was going 
into, ſhe turned about, and pulling off her maſk, Well, 
Sir, ſaid ſhe, what is it that you have of me? 
The man, at firſt fight of her ſace,-drew back, and lifted 
up bis hands, Oh! nothing, madam, nothing, cried he; I* 
cannot ſay, ſaid my lady, but 1 like your ſincerity, tho' I 
Kate your manners. : | 

A certain wit and Foxite being at my lord mayor's 
feaſt, juſt after Mr. Pitt and his friends came into ad- 
miniſtration, when after two or three healths the miniſtry 
was toaſted, but when it came to his turn to drink, he 
diverted it for ſome time, by telling a ſtory to the per- 
ſon wha fat next to him; The chief magiſtrate of the 
city not ſeeing his toaſt go round, called out gentlemen, 
Where ſlicks the Miniſtry, ? At nothing, by G-, ſays he, and 
{ſo drank off his glaſs. N | 


Lord Craven, in King James the farſt's reign, was very 
defirous. to ſee Ben Johnſon, which being told to Ben, he 
went to my lord's houſe ; but being in a very tattered . 
condition, as poets ſometimes are, the porter refuſed him 
admittance with ſome ſauey language, which the other 
did not fail to return. My Lord happening to come out 
while they were wrangling, aſked the occaſion of it? 
Ben, who ſtood in need of nobody to ſpeak for him, 
fatd,. He underſtood his lordſhip deſired to fee him, You, 
friend, ſaid my lord, who are you? Ben Johnſon, re- 
ru the other: No, no, quoth my lord, you cannot be 

en Johnſon, who wrote the Silent Woman ; you look as 
if you could not ſay bo to a gooſe ; Bo, cried. Ben: Very 
well, ſaid my lord, who was better pleaſed at the joke 
than offended at the affront;-I am now convinced, by 
your wit, you are Ben Johnſan, 


Dr. 
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Dr, Tadloe, who was a man of an enormous fize, 
ka ppening to go thump, thump, with his great legs through a 
ſtreet in Oxford, where ſome paviers were at work, in 
the middle of July, the fellows immediately laid down 
their rammers, Ah! God bleſs you, maſter, cries one of 
them, it is very kind of you to come this way; it ſaues 
us a great deal of trouble this hot weather. 8 


Two Oxſord Scholars meeting on the road with a York- 
ire oſtler, they fell to bantering him, and told the ſel- 
low that they would prove him to be an horſe, or an aſs. 
Well, ſaid the oſtler, and I can prove your ſaddle to be a 
mule. A mule cried one of them, how can that be? 
4 a faid the oftler, i is ſomething between an horſe and 
an aſs. | 


A midſhipman being one night in company with Joe 
Miller, faid, that being once in great danger at ſea, every 


body was obſerved to be upon their knees, but one man, 


who being called upon to come with the reſt, to prayers : 
Not I, ſaid he, it is your buſingſs- to Took after the ſhip, I am 
but a paſſenger. Wt | 


King Charles II. being prevailed upon by one of. his 


_courtiers to knight a very worthleſs fellow, of a mean 


aſpect; when he was going to lay the ſword upon his 
ſhoulders, the new beg drew a little back, and hung 
down his head, as out of countenance ? Don't be aſhamed; 


ſaid the king, I have moſt reaſon to be aſhamed. 


A country fellow, who was juſt come to London, gap- 
ing about in every ſhop he came to, at laſt locked into a 
{crivener's, where, ſeeing only one man fitting at a deſk, 
he could not imagine what commodity was fold there: 
but calling to the clerk; Pray, Sir, ſaid he, what do you 
ſell here ? Loggerheads, cried the other. Do you? an- 
{wered the countryman ; Egad! then, you have a ſpecial 
trade, for I ſez you have but one left. | | 
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\ Yes, replied the other, a poor one inde 


( 36 ) 


= 'A. beggar. aſking alms under the name of a poor 
ſcholar, a gentleman to whom he applied himſelf, aſked 
him a queſtion in Latin. The feliow, ſhaking his head, 
ſaid, he did not underſtand him; How is that, ſaid the 
gentleman? Did you not ſay you were a poor ſcholar 7 
ed, fir, for I do not- 
xnderſtand one word of Latin, | | 


A lady's age happened to be queſtioned, ſhe affirmed 
the was but forty, and called upon a gentleman, who 
was in company, for his opinion: Couſin, ſaid ſhe, ao 
you believe I am in the right, when I ſay I am but forty ? 
I am ſure, Madam, replied he, I ought not to diſpute it ; 
for I have conſtantly heard you ſay ſo for above theſe 
ten years. 3 LG 


A lieutenant colonel to one of the Triſh regiments in 


| the French ſervice, being diſpatched by the duke of Ber- 


wick, from Fort-Keil, to the king of France, with a com- 
plaint relating to ſome irregularities that had happened 


in the regiment; his majeſty, with ſome emotion of 


wind, told him, that the Iriſh troops gave him more un- 
kaſinels than all his forces beſides. Sir, faid the officer 


all your majeſty's enemies make the ſame complaint. 


A courtier, who was a confidant in the amours of 


Henry IV. of France, obtained a grant from the king, 


for the diſpatch whereof he applied himſelf to the lord 
high chancellor; who finding ſome obſtacle in it, the 
courtier inſiſted ſtill upon it, and would not allow of any 
impediment Que chacun ſe mele de ſon metier, ſaid the 
chancellor to him, that is, Let every one meddle with his own 
buſineſs. The courtier imagining he reflected upon him 
for his pimping : My employment, faid he, is ſuch, that if 
the king was twenty years younger, I would not exchange 
it for three of yours. | 


3 A gen- 
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A entleman ſaying one day at a table, that he could 
not endure a breaſt of mutton: You ſaid ſo the other day, 
cried another, of a breaſt of veal. Very true, anſwered 
the firſt, I do not love the breaſt of any thing but of a wo- 
man, and that goes againſt my ſtomach. | ; 


A reverend gentleman in the Eaſt, well known for. the 
orthodoxy of his practice and opinions, in one of his pe- 
regrinations to the Weſt part of the town, ſtopped at his 
butcher's to order a leg of pork for his family's dinner. 
The butcher had juſt then hired a new man, who was un- 
acquainted with the doctor's reſidence, and when he or- 
dered it to be taken home, naturally concluded that he 
was to follow him. The firſt place the gentleman ſtop- 
ped at was the Pamphlet fhop, at the Change, to purchaſe 
A Word of Advice to Preachers ; the man with the leg of 
pork having been cloſe at his heels all the way, and wait- 
ing at the door till he came out. Thence the doctor went 
to the London Coffee-houſe, where the man diligently 
followed, and as patiently waited for him. Laſt of all, 
the Doctor went to a counſellor of his acquaintance in 
the Temple, who, being at home, he was of courſe ſhewn- 
in. Here the man thought his travels were at an end, 
and knocked at the door ; that obſerving a gentleman in 
black anſwering the deſcription of the counſellor had or- 
dered the leg of pork, this brought the counſeltbr down, 
and aſter much miſunderſtanding, it was ſettled, that it 
muſt be for the goſpel and not ſor the law. The doctor 
had him called up, and reprobated the miſtake in ſevere 
terms, to which the man rather archly replied, that the 
fault had not originated with him, but it he was in the 
wrong, he had followed the church through thick and thin, 
and to his ſorrow found he was in an error at laſt, 


An Iriſhman having purchaſed a ſixteenth of a ticket; 
for which he gave thirty ſhillings, tickets being then at no 
advanced price ; upon hearing that he was to receive but 
twenty- five ſhillings for his ſhare of a twenty-pound 


D 5 1 prize, 
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Prize, exclaimed, * By Jaſus I am a lucky fellow that TI 
don't loſe more : for if I loſe five ſhillings by a twenty- 
pound 1 what ſhould I have loſt by the — 


pounds? 


The ſame perſon purchaſed a ticket, which he regularly 
inſured, but did not come up, as it remained undrawn in 
the whed.. The following lottery the number was drawn 
a prize, when he regularly demanded it, {wearing. that he 
was the firſt entitled to it in that he had waited for it from 
the laſt lottery. 


A. gentleman in the country i the misfortune to 
Have his wife hang herſelf on an apple: tree, a neighbour 
of his came to him, and begged he would give him a cyon 
of that tree, that he might graft it upon one in his own 
orchard; For who knows, ſays he, Cut it may bare the ſame 


fruit, | : 7 


Monſieur Vangelas having obtained a penfion from the 
French king, by the intereſt of cardinal Richlieu, the 
cardinal told him, he hoped he would not forget the word. 
penſion in his dictionary, No, my lord, ſaid Vangelas, 
nor the word gratitude. 


A melting ſermon being preached in a country church, 
all fell a weeping but one man, who being aſked why he 


did not weep with the reſt ? Oh! ſaid he, I belong to ano- 
ther pariſh. 


An Iriſhman being at a tavern where the cook was - 
dre ſſing ſome carp, he obſerved that ſome of the fiſh 
moved after they were gutted and put in the pan, which 
very mueh ſurpriſed Teague; Well now, faith, ſaid he, 
of all the Chrijtian creatures that ever I ſaw, this fame 
sarp will live the longejt after it is dead. 


Acgen- 


( 69 ) 
A geatleman happening to turn up againſt a hofiſe to- 


make water, did not fee two young ladies looking out of 


4 


gallant whip, ſpur, curſe, and ſwear. Why thou whore» 


a window cloſe by, till he heard them giggling: then 
looking towards them, be aſked, What made them fo 
merry! ? Oh! Lord, faid one of them, a very little thing will 
make us laugh. 


A young fellow riding dawn a ſteep hill, and doubting 
the foot of it was boggiſh, ealled out ta a clown that was. 
ditching, and aſked him if it was hard at the bottom. 
Ay, anſwered. the countryman, it ia hard enough at the 
bottom, I warrant you; but in half a dozen Reps the 
horſe funk up to the ſaddle ſkirts, which made the young 


ſon raſcal, faid be to the ditcher, didſt thou not tell me 
it was hard at the bottom? Ay, replied the other, but 


you are not half way to the bottom yet. 


The famous Tom King, who is remarkable for his 
houſekeeping and hoſpitality, ſtanding one day at his 
gate in the country, a beggar coming up to him cried, he 
begged his worſhip would give him a mug of his malt 
beer. Why, how now, ſays he, what times are theſe, 
when beggars muſt be chuſers 1 lay, bring this fellow a 


mug of ſtrong Heer. 


Two very honeſt gentlemen, who dealt in brooms, 
meeting one day in the ſtreet, one afked the other, How 
the devil he could afford to underſel him every where as 
he did, when he ole the ſtuff, and made the brooms him- 
ſelf? Why you filly dog, anſwered the other, I ſteal thens 
ready made. | | | 


A lady who had generally a pretty many intrigues 
upon her hands, not liking her brother's, extravagant 
paſſion for play, aſked him when he deſigned to leave off 
gaming? When you ceaſe loving, faid he; Then replied 
the lady, you are like to continue a gameſter as long as you 
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A foldier was bragging before Julius Cæſar, of the 
wounds he had received in his face. Cæſar, knowing 
him to be a coward, told him, He had beſt take heeg the 
next-time:he ran away, how he looked back, 


A profligate young nobleman, being in company with 
Tome ſober people, deſired leave to toaſt the devil; The 
geritleman, who fat next him, ſaid, He had no objection 
to any of his lordſhip's fende. 


Some gentlemen going into a bawdy houſe tavern at 
Charing-crols, found great fault with the wine, and ſend- 
ing for the maſter of the houſe, told him it was ſad ſtuff, 
and very weak. It may be ſo, ſaid he, for my trade 
does not depend on the ſtrength of my wine, but on that of 
my«tables and chairs, and the weakneſs of my cuſtomers. 


A gentleman coming to an inn in Smithfield, and 
ſeeing the oſtler expert and tractable about the hotle, 
aſked dow long he had lived there, and what countrymare 
he was. II ſe Yorkſhire, ſaid the fellow, an ha lived ſixteen: 
years here. I wonder, replied the gentleman, that in ſo 
long a time, ſo elever a fellow as you ſeem to be, have 
not come to be maſter of the inn yourſelf, Ay, anſwered 
the oſtler, but maiſter's York too. 


The late colonel Kelly, reflecting on his ill life and 
character, told a certain nobleman, That if ſuch a thing 
as a good name was to be purchaſed, he would freely 
give 10, ooo pounds for one. The nobleman ſaid, It 
would certainly be the worſt money he ever laid out in 
his life. Why ſo, ſaid the honeſt colonel? Becauſe, an- 
ſwered the lord, you will forſeu again in leſs than a week. 

A woman once proſecuted a gentleman for a rape y 
upon the trial, the judge aſked her if ſhe made any re- 
fſtance. I cried out and pleaſe you my lord. Ay, ſaid 
ene of the ana, but that was nine months after. 


A young 


— 
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A young lady who had been married but a bort time, 
ſeeing her huſband going to riſe pretty early in the morn- 
ing, ſaid, what, my dear, are you getting up already? 
Pray lie a little longer and reſt yourſelf. No, my deer, 
replied the huſband, II get up and reſt myſelf. 


The deputies ' of Rochelle attending to ſpeak with 
Henry the Fourth of France, met with à phyſician who 
had renounced the Proteſtant religion, and embraced the 
| Popiſh communion, whom they began to revile moſt 
grievouſly. The king hearing of it told the deputies he 
adviſed them to change their religion too; For it is + 
dangerous ſymptom, ſaid he, that your religion i is not 
long lived, when. a-phyſictan has given it over. 


A Weſtminſter juſtice, taking coach in the city, and 
being ſet down at Young Man's Coffee-houſe, Charing- 
Croſs, the driver demanded eighteen-pence for his fare. 
The juſtice aſked him if he would ſwear that the ground 
eame to the money. The man ſaid he would take his 
oath of it. The juſtice replied, Friend, 1 am a. magiſ- 
trate; and pulling the book out of his pocket, adminiſ- 
tred the oath, and then gave the fellow his ſix-pence, 
ſaying, He mult reſerve a killing to himſelf for the aſſidauit. 


A reſpeRable city merchant, but plain, both in man- 
ners and dreſs, having ſome buſineſs lately at the weſt 
end of the town, ſtepped into à coffee-houſe in the Mall 
to refreſh. himſelf, Among the company in the room 
were a couple of Weſtminſter Jemmies, who occupied the 
fire by roaſting their more ignoble parts, in the attitude 
{o excellently repreſented in the humorous French print 
of * The Fnglith fire-lide.” Inclined to roaſt alfo the 
merchant, one of them exclaimed, * Smoke the Cit the 
merchant took not the leaſt notice, but read his news 
paper with great compoſure n encouraged the Jem- 
mies to approach him, with, Any news, Mr=Quidnunc 2 
« Yes, Sir, I was oading a an advertiſement of two qtrayed 
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peppies, and perhaps, young gentlemen, you ean give 
fore account of them. 


A countryman paſling along the Strand, ſaw a od 
overturned, and aſking what was the matter, he was in- 
formed, That three or four members of Parliament were 
overturned in that coach. Oh, ſaid he, there let them 
lie, my father _— adviſed me not to meddle with ſtats 


affairs. 


A young Iriſh barriſter, on being told that John Bull 
was an Engliſhman, in the brotherly affection of his 
heart, exclaimed, * By J-—s, and Iam proud to hear of 
our near alliance ; and that it is your family of the Bulls 
that make us ſiſter kingdoms!” 


A country felons. in Charles the Second's time, ſelling 
his load of hay in the Haymarket, two gentlemen, who 
came out of the Blue Poſts, were talking of affairs; one 
faid, that things did not go right, the king had been at the 
| houſe, and prorogued the parliament. The countryman 
eoming home, was aſked, What news in London? Odd's- 
heart, ſaid he, there's ſomething to do there; the king 
has it ſeems, berogued the parliament ſadly. 


A Welſhman and an Engliſhman vapouring one day 
at the fruitfulneſs of their countries, the Engliſhman ſaid, 
There was a cloſe near the town where he was born, which 
was ſo very fertile, that if a Kiboo was thrown in over 
night it would be ſo covered with graſs, that it ſhould be 
difficult to find it the next day. Splut; ſays the Welch- 
man, what's that? There is a cloſe where her was born, 


where you may put your horſe in over night, and not be 
able to find lim next morning. 


1 
A a and charitable divine, for the benefit of 
the country where he reſided, cauſed a large cauſeway to 
be begun; and as he was one day overlooking the work, 
* : a certain 
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a Certain nobleman came by: Well, doctor, ſaid he, for 
all your great pains and charity, I do not take this to be 
the highway to heaven. Very true, my lord, replied the 
doctor, for if it had, I ſhould have wondered to haue mes 
your lordſlip here. 


The famous Sir George Rook, when he was a coptnie | 
of the marines, was quartered at a village where he 
burried a pretty many of his men ; at length the parſom 
refuſed to perform the ceremony of their interment any 
more unleſs he was paid for it; which being told captain 
Rooke, he ordered {ix men of his company to carry the 
corpſe of the foldier then dead, and lay him upon the par- 
fon's hall table. This ſo embarraſſed the prieſt, that he 
ſent the captain word, if he would fetch the man away. 
he would bury lim, and all kis company for nothing. 


Two countrymen who had never feen a play in their 
lives nor had any notion of it, went to' the theatre in 
Drury-lane, when they placed themſelves ſnug in the 
corner of the middle gallery; the firſt muſie played, 
which they liked well enough ; then the ſecond and thitd, 
to their great fatisfaction; at length the curtain drew up, 
and three or four actors entered to begin the play; upon 
which one of the countrymen cried to the other, Come, 


Hodge, let us be going, may hap the gentlemen are talking 
about buſineſs. 


Some gentlemen having a hare for ſupper at a tavern, 
the cook, inſtead. of a pudding, had crammed the belly 

full of thyme, but had not above half roaſted the hare, the 
legs being almoſt raw, which one of the company obſery- 


ing, faid, There was too much thyme, (trme) in the belly, 
and too lite in the legs. 


In eighty eight, when queen Elizabeth went from 
Temple Bar along. Fleet-ftxeet, on fome proceſſion, the 
yes were ranged on one fide of * way, and the ei- 
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= | tizens on the other ; ſays the lord Bacon, then a ſtudent, 
=. | to a lawyer that ſtood next to him, Do but obſerve the 
—_— courtiers, if they bow firſt to the citizens, they are in debt; 
ny 1 i to _ they are in law. 
1 A certain raſtice of the peace, not far from Clerken- 
= well, in the firſt year of king George I. when the fellow, 
* whom he hired to officiate as his clerk, was reading a mit- 
5 timus to him, coming to Anno Domini 1714. How now, 
5 ſaid he, with ſome warmth, and why not Georgio Domini ? 
bY ſure you forget yourſelf ſtrangely. 6 
5 The Earl of S a few years ago kept an Iriſh foot- 


—_ man, who perhaps, was as expert in mating bulls as the 
3 =_ moſt learned of his coutrymen. My lord having ſent 
—_ him one day with a preſent to a certain judge, the judge 
=—_ in return, ſent my lord half a dozen live partridges with. 
. a letter; the partridges fluttering in the baſket upon 


—_— Teague's head, as he was carrying them home, he ſet 

_ down the baſket, and,opened the lid of it to quiet them, 
-- whereupon they all flew away. Oh! the devil burn ye, 

=_ ſaid he, I am glad vou are gone; but when he came 

_ home, and: my lord had read the letter, Why, Teague: 

— ſaid my lord, I find there are half a dozen partridges in 

= the letter; Now, arrah, dear honey, faid Teague, I am 

_ glad you have found them in the letter, for they are alk 
_ lojt out of the 5 : | | | 
_— | 

Y I A wild e gentleman having married a very diſ- 

—_ creet, virtuous young lady, the better to reclaum him, 

Lo | the cauſed. it to be given out, at his return from his tra- 

"2M 1 vels, that ſhe was dead, od had been burried ; in the 

=” | mean time the had 10 placed herſelf in diſguiſe, as to be 

_— able to obſerve how he took the news; and finding him 

2 1 ſtill the ſame gay, inconſtant man he always had been, 

__ ihe appeared to him as the ghoſt of herſelf, at which he 

Sy 1 | icemed not at all diſmayed ; at length diſcloſing herſelf to 

2 _ him, he then appeared pretty much Ms a perſon. 
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by ſaid, Whv, fir, you ſeem more afraid now thart"be- 
fore, Ay, replied he, moſt men are more afraid of a 
living wife than a dead one. | | 


Two brothers coming once to be executed for ſome 
enormaus crime, the eldeſt was turned off firſt, without 
ſpeaking one word ; the other mounting the ladder, began 
to harangue the croud, whofte ears were attentively open 
to hear him, expecting ſome confeſſion from him. Good 
people, ſays he, my brother hangs before my face, and 
you ſee what a lamentable ſpe&acle he makes; in a few 
moments I ſhall be turned off too, and then you will ſee 

a pair of ſpectacles, > 


A perſon enquiring what became of ſuch a-one ? Oh, 
dear, ſays one of the company, poor fellow, he died in- 
ſolvent ; cries another, that is a lie, for he died in England, 
I am ſure I was at his burying, 17 


A young gentlewoman who had married à very wild 
ſpark, that had run through a plentiful fortune, and was 
reduced to ſome ſtraits, was innocently ſaying to him 
one day, my dear, I want ſome ſhifts ſadly. Madam, 
3 he, how can that be, when you make fo many every 
ays 3 


A fellow once ſtanding in the pillory at Temple Bar, 
it occaſioned a ſtop, ſo that a carman with a load of 
cheeſe had much a- do to paſs; and driving juſt up to the 
pillory, he aſked, What that was writtgn over the perſon's 
head ? they told him it was a paper o ſignify his crime, 
that he ſtood there for forgery. Ay, ſaid he, What is 
forgery? They anſwered, that forgery was counterfeit- 
ing another's hand writing, with intent to cheat people. 
To which the carman replied, looking up at the offender, 
Oh, pox, that comes of your writing and reading, you 
filly dog. | | 
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Ning Charles II. being in company with Lord Rocheſter, -- 


and others of the nobility, who had been drinking the 


beſt part of the night, Killigrew-came- in. Now, ſays the 
king, we ſhall hear of our faults; No, faith, ſays Killi- 
grew, 7do not care to trouble my head with- that which all the 
town talks of, 


When Lord Jefferies, before he was a judge, was 
pleading at the bar onee, a country fetlow giving evi- 
dence againſt his _ puſhed the matter very home on 
the fide he ſwore Jefferies, after his uſual way, 
ealled out to the fellow, 1 * ye, you fellow, in the leather 
doublet, what have you for ſwearing? To which the 
countryman ſmartly replied, Faith, fir, if you had na 
more for dying, than I have for ſwearing, you might een 
wear a leather doublet too. 


The ſame Jefferies afterwards on the bench, told an 
old fellow with a long beard, that he ſuppoſed he had a 
conſcience as long as his beard. Does your lordihip, re- 
plied the eld man, meaſure conſciences by beards ? It fo, 
your lordſhip has no conſcience at all. 


Lord Dorſet was idea certatn biſhop, Mi! he con- 
ferred orders on ſo many blockheads ? Oh, my lord, ſaid 
he, it is belter the ground * be ploughed by ae than lie 


Mr. Dryden once at 3 being offered by a lady 
the rump of a fowl, and refuſing it, the lady ſaid, Pray, 
Mr. Dryden, take it, the rump is the beſt part of the 
2 Yes, madam, ſaid he, and fo I think it is of the 

ir. | 


Apelles, the "DEF painter, having drawn the picture 
of Alexander the Great -on horſeback, brought it and 
preſented it to the prince; but he not beſtowing that 
praiſe on it which fo excellent a piece deſerved, — 

elire 
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deſired à living horſe might be brought; who, moved by 
nature, fell a prancing and neighing, as though it had 
been actually a living creature of the ſame ſpecies : where- 
upon Apelles told Alexander, T hat his horſe underſtood paint 
ing better than him/elf 


An old gentleman who had married a fine young lady, 

being terribly afraid of cuekoldom, took her to taſk one 
day, and aſked her if. ſhe had conſidered what a crying 
fin it was in a woman to cuckold her huſband ? Lord, my 
dear, ſaid ſhe, what do you mean ? I never had ſuch a 
thing in my head, nor never will. No, no, my dear, 
replied he, I ſhall have it in my head, you will have it 
Somewhere elſe. 


One obſerving a crooked fellow in cloſe argument with 

another, who would have diſſuaded him from ſome incon- 
ſiderate reſolution, ſaid to his friend, Prithee let him 
alone, and ſay no more to him, you ſee he is bent upon ii. 


A vigorous young officer, who made love to: a widow, 

goming a little unawares upon her once, caught her faſt 

in his arms. Hey-dey, ſaid ſhe, do you fight after. the 

French way, take towns before you declare war, No, 

faith, widow, ſaid he, but I ſhould be glad to imitate them 

ſo _ as to be inthe middle of the country before you could 
reſiſt me. f 


Sir Godfrey Kneller, the painter, and the late Dr. 
Ratcliffe, had a garden in common, with but one gate; 
Sir Godfrey, upon ſome occaſion, ordered the gate to be 
railed, when the doctor heard of it, he ſaid, be did. nat 
care what Sir Godfrey did to the gate, ſo he did not paint 
it, This being told Sir Godfrey, Well replied he, 1 can 

take that, or any thing elſe but phyſic, from my good 
friend Dr, Rateliſſe. 
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An Honeſt bluff country farmer, meeting the parſ n of 


the pariſh in a bve lane, and not giving him the way fo 


readily as he expected, the parſon, with an erect. cheſt, 


told him he was better fed than taught. Very true, indeed 


fir, replied the farmer, for yon teach me, and I feed my- 


elf. 


One aſking a painter how he could paint ſuch pretty 


5 


faces in his pictures, and yet get fuch homely children? 


Becauſe, ſaid he, I made the firſt by duy light, and the 
other in the dark, f N80 | 

Sir John St, Leger, the Judge Jefferies of Ireland, had 
been remarkably ſevere to a number. of poor wretches who 
were brought before him for committing depredations in 


that country. Paul Liddy was the captain of a banditti, 


who levied contributions in the part where the. knight 


lived. Among others, he wrote to Sir John, to inform him, 


that if he did not depoſit a certain ſum in the place he 

mentioned, at ſuch a time, he would ſet fire to his houſe, 

murder him, and-raviſh his lady. | 
Shortly after, by the vigilance of the knight, the cap- 


-tain-was taken, and cloſely cenfined in irons, in the 


Black Dog priſon. Lady St. Leger could not reſiſt the 
curiolity of ſeeing a man, who had dared: to make ſuch a 
declaration. She accordingly went to the priſon, where 


ſhe was informed by the beautiful Monicia Gall, a cour- 


tezan, whom Liddy had married, that he was too much 


indiſpoſed to ſee any one. Upon which, her ladyſhip, 


with an inſolence that reduced her below. the level of the 
unhappy perſon ſhe addreſſed, aſked her, whether ſhe 
was the villain's whore or his wife ?—To which the other 
immediately replied, I have the misfortune to 'be his 
wife; the honour of whore was intended for your ladyſhip. 


It chanced that a merchant ſhip was ſo violently toſſed 
in a ſtorm at ſea, that all deſpairing of ſafety, betook 
themſelves to prayers, laving one mariner, who was ever 


wiſh» 
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- wiſhing to. ſee. two ſtars, Oh! ſaid he, that J could ſee 
two ſtars, or but one of the two: and of theſe words he“ 
made ſo frequent a repetition, that diſturbing the me- 
ditations of the reſt, at length one aſked him, what two 
ſtars, or what one ſtar he meant ? To whom he: replied, 
O that could. ſee the Star in the Old Change, or the Star: 


in Coleman-ſtreet, I care not which. 


Mr. Sharp, the ſurgeon, being ſent for to a gentleman 
who had juſt received a flight wound in a.rencounter, 
gave orders to his ſervant to go home with all haſte imagi- 
nable, and fetch a certain plaiſter: the patient turning a 


little pale, Lord, Sir, {aid he, I hope there is no danger. 
Yes, indeed is there, anſwered the furgeon, for if the: 


fellow does not ſet up a good pair of heels, the wound wil 
heal before he returns. 


A hackney coachman, who had had a pretty good day, 
after taking care of the horſes, retired to the neceſſary in 
the coach- yard, - adjoining to that appropriated to the uſe 


of his maſter's family, and where his. maſter then hap- 


pened to be. Our Jehu, not ſuſpecting he had any neigh- 
bours, began to divide his earnings in a manner, Jaid to 
be not uncommon among the brothers of the whip, as 
follows. A ſhilling for maſter, — a ſhilling for myſelf ; 
which be continued till he came to an odd fix-pence, which 
puzzled him a good deal, as he was willing to make a 

fair diviſion, The maſter overhearing his perplexity, 


(ys to him, You may as well let me have that fix- och | 


John, becauſe [ keep the horſes you Row. 


During the late conteſted . at Colcheſter, the 
returning officer, who is a miller, receiving many heavy 
| tokens of the mob's diſpleaſure, on account of ſome de- 
 cifion which they deemed illegal. Not a little agitated 


on the occaſion, he turned round to Mr. Rigby, and ſaid, 
He hoped to God he was ſafe in what he had done? O yes, 
rejoined Mr. R—, as ſafe as a thief in a nll, 
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The honourable Mr. W—— who is remarkable for 
his talent at extempore verſe, not many weeks ago was 
requeſted by Lady T—-r—c—1, to give her a proof of it. 
The ſubjeR ſhe choſe was the ring on her finger—aſfter a 
moment's pauſe he repeated the following ſtanza, the 
veatneſs of which has not an equal. | 

Your huſband gave to you a ring, 
Set round with jewels rare; 
You gave to him a better thing, 


A ring ſet round with hair, 


A gentleman who poſſeſſes a ſmall eſtate in Gloucef- 
terſhire was allured to town by the promiſes of a courtier, 
who kept him in conſtant attendance for a long while to 
no purpoſe; at laſt the gentleman, quite tired out, 
called upon his pretended friend, and told him, that he 
had at laſt got a place. The courtier ſhook him very 
heartily by the hand, and told him he was very much 
rejoiced at the event. But pray, fir, ſaid he, where is 
your place? In the Glouceſter coach, ſaid he, Sir, I ſecured 
it laſt night; and you, fir, have cured me of higher am- 


bition. . 


During the late election for Weſtmitiſter, divers can - 
Rables with their watchmen, were ſet at ſeveral places, 
to hinder the concourſe of people from flocking thither 
without ſome neceſſary occafion ; amongſt others, one 
gentleman (being fomewhat in the garb of a ſerving man) 
Vas examined what lord he belonged unto ? To which he 

| readily replied, To the Lord, Jehovah /—Which word be- 
ing beyond the conſtable's underſtanding, he aſked his 
watchmen, if they knew any fuch Lotd, they replied, - 
No; however, the conſtable being unwilling to give diſ- 
taſte, ſaid, Well, let him paſs, notwithRanding, I be- 
lieve it to be ſome Scatch Lord or other. - x 


The celebrated finger, Mr. Banniſter, being at 2 
deutleman s ſeat in the country, on a vißt, where, at an 
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inn adjacent, there was held a jovial meeting weekly. 
of gentlemen farmers and mechanics of the place, On 
the night appointed, the gentleman takes, in diſguiſe, 
Mr. Banniſter with him, in order to hear a famous 
blackſmith perform, who had long bore the bell for the 
beſt pipe in the country, who unluckily was abfent that 
night: The gentleman in order to have his place in a 
meaſure well ſupplied, begs our Banniſter to tune his 
Pipe, -which he doing with his uſual good humour, fo 
Touſed and animated an 'honeſt heatty miller there, 
that when done, he flew from his feat, comes round to 
Banniſter in the greateſt rapture, and ſays, Give me 


your hand, mon, egad, you ſing almoſt as well as our blackſmith, . 


A handſome young gentlewoman, of à good family 
and ſmall fortune, was aſked, Why ſhe aid not apply to 
be maid of honour? She anſwered, becauſe the could not 
puſh for it, "AS 


A taylor's apprentice was ſent home with a ſuit of 
cloaths to a gentleman, who, the foreman told him; always 
gave a ſhilling upon thoſe occaſions ; and, as that was 
the foreman's perquifite, charged the boy not to cheat 
him, by pretending he had not received ſo much. When 
the boy arrived at the gentlemfin's houſe, and delivered 
the cloaths, he made him a preſent of only ſix- pence.— 
The boy was highly chagrined at this diſappomtment, 
imagining the foreman would apprehend he had pocketed 
half what he had received. He therefore thought of this 
droll expedient, Sir, ſays he, to the gentleman who 
gave him ſix-pence, I wiſh you would give me two ſix- 
pos for a ſhilling. He readily confented ; but when 


had given the boy the change, he preſented him the 


ſixpence he had received from him. Why this is only 
fix-pence (ſays the gentleman), You are miſtaken fir, 
ſaid the boy, it muſt be a ſhilling, for our foreman ſays you 


always give a ſhilling, 
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As the late Dean Swift was once upon a journey, at- 
tended by a ſervant, they put up at an inn, where they 
lodged all night ; in the morning the Dean called for his 
boots; the ſervant immediately took them to him; when 


the Dean ſaw them, How is this Tom, fays he, my boots 


are not cleaned ? No, Sir, replied Tom, as you are go- 


ing to ride, I thought they would ſoon be dirty again; 
Very well, ſaid the Dean, go and get the horſes ready. 


In the mean time the Dean ordered the landlord to let 
his man have no breakfaſt. When the ſervant returned, 
the Dean aſked if the horſes were ready? Yes, fir, ſays 
the ſervant : Go bring them out then, ſaid the Dean, I 
have not had my breakfaſt yet, ſir, ſays Tom; Oh, no 
matter for that, ſays the Dean, if you had it yo would 
ſoon be hungry again. They mounted and rode off; as 
they rode the Dean pulled a book out of his pocket, and 
fell to reading, a gentleman met them, and ſeeing the 
doctor reading, was not willing to diſturb him, but 
paſſed by till he met the ſervant. Who is that gentle- 
man, ſaid he, to the ſeivant? It is my maſter, far, ſaid 
Tom ; I know that, you blockhead, ſaid the gentleman, 
but where are you going? We are going to Heaven, fir, 
ſays Tom. How do you know that ? ſaid the gentleman, 
Becauſe I am faſting, and my maſter is praying, fir, ſo I 
think we are-in the right road to that place. 


William 6 the quaker, once waiting upon King 
Charles II. kept on his hat. The King, as a gentle 
rebuke for his ill manners, put off his own, Friend 
Charles, ſaid Penn, Why doſt thou not keep thy hat on ? 
Friend Penn, replied the King, it is the cuſtom of this 
place, for no more than one per ſon ever to be covered at a 
time. 

General Arminger's death being very ſudden, and on 
the night of his nuptials, a Maid of Honour aſked Mr, 
Chace Price the cauſe of it. Miſs, replied the wit, the 
general died of a parentheſig. As 'F 
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